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Orientation and Conferencing Plan Stage 5

Orientation
Ensure that you have read about using the plan in the 
Program Guide.

Book summary
Read the following summary to the student.

A face painted at a fair, a tattoo on a shoulder, 
someone wearing makeup … these are all examples 
of body art. So why do people decorate their bodies?

Introduction
Foster interest and activate the student’s background 
knowledge. Be concise – focus on motivating and involving 
the student. Encourage prediction by using the text 
and illustrations on the cover of the book. Discuss new 
vocabulary and remind the student to use the glossary 
(when applicable). Also remind the student to ask him/
herself questions before, during and after the reading.

Discuss any body art that is used in the student’s 
family or culture and what body art is accepted in 
your school. Look at the pictures in the book together 
and discuss the different body art they depict and 
the materials used to produce it. 

Use a map to find each of the countries mentioned  
in the text.

Conferencing
Check how well the student reads
When you are conferencing, the student reads all or part of 
the book to you. Then:
• praise, pause, and prompt appropriately;
• check for accuracy (by counting mistakes) and fluency;
• check for understanding by using one or more of the 

following methods:
 −asking the comprehension questions provided and any 
others that seem necessary;
 −asking the student to retell the story in their own words;
 −asking questions about and discussing aspcts of the 
story, such as the theme, plot, main ideas, sequence 
and characters;
 −encouraging the student to confirm the predictions they 
made during the orientation.

Decide what the student does next
Next recommend that the student:
• practices some more on the same book, with or without 

the audio;
• completes one of the activities provided that is related to 

the book;
• practices with another book from the same level; or
• is assessed for promotion to the next level.

Comprehension questions
1. What are some of the different kinds of body art?

2.  Why and when do people use body art? 

3.  What are the disadvantages of tattoos?

4.  Why might fans at a sports game paint their  
faces in their team’s colors?

5.  Why might people change their minds about  
their tattoos?

Answers to the Comprehension questions
1. Accept any of the following: tattoos; face paint; 

makeup; war paint; body paint; henna.
2. Accept any of the following: to change the way they 

look; to tell stories; at festivals; at carnivals; at 
ceremonies such as weddings and funerals; when they 
are going to war.

3. Accept either of the following: they are designed to stay 
on your skin forever; you may need a long, expensive, 
and painful operation to remove them.

4. Answers will vary.
5. Answers will vary.

Supporting English Language 
Learners
The following are suggestions for optional lessons to take 
with your English language learners. See the overview chart 
in the Program Guide for a summary of the text features of 
this book.

Purpose
Responding to texts by reading facts and details to 
clarify ideas

Introduce the concept and practice
Locating information, summarizing it, and presenting 
it as a table helps the student to understand the 
facts in a text.

When the student is familiar with the book, ask 
them to recall the different cultures mentioned that 
use body art. Make a T-chart titled Body Art Across 
Cultures. Label the first column Culture and the 
second Use of Body Art. Ask the student to locate 
the information they need to complete the chart in 
the book. Write it on the chart in the student’s words.

Ask the student to choose a form of body art that 
interests them. Provide them with the materials 
for making a cut-out figure of a person (life-sized 
preferably). They can then decorate the figure in the 
body art they have chosen. Encourage them to find 
out more details to include.
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Name: ..............................................................................................................................  Date: ..............................................

Introduction:  A face painted at a fair, a tattoo on a shoulder, someone wearing makeup … these are all examples 
of body art. So why do people decorate their bodies?

Accuracy Chart (Exact word replacement only)

Words Entered Score Level

More than 11 correct Independent

10 or 11 correct Instructional

Fewer than 10 correct Frustration

Errors

M  S

A Tradition  Have you ever worn a fake tattoo, had 

your face painted at a fair, or used makeup to create 

a scary character for Halloween? If so, you’ve taken 

_______ in the age-old tradition _______ using body art. 

People _______ been decorating their bodies _______ 

thousands of years. Body _______ was an early form 

_______ storytelling. People painted designs _______ 

their bodies to share ___________ or tell stories about 

_______ lives. These designs might _______ identified a 

chief or _______ elder or a person’s _______, shown that 

someone was _______, or marked other special _______ 

in life. Designs were _______ using face paint, makeup, 

_______, and tattoos – things that _______ still used 

in many _______ today. Face Paint Face _______ can 

completely change the _______ someone looks. Think  

of _____ circus clown, whose makeup _______ include  

a large mouth _______ eyes that completely hide _______ 

features of the person ______________. 

Cloze Activity Stage 5

Errors
M = Meaning (makes sense)          S = Syntax (sounds right)          

Heard     Seen     Unseen 

Comments:
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People have been decorating their bodies for thousands of years.  
Body art was an early form of storytelling. People painted designs on their 
bodies to share information or tell stories about their lives. These designs 
were made using face paint, makeup, henna, and tattoos.

These things are still used in many cultures today. Many cultures use 
makeup, along with drama, music, and costumes, to recreate their 
traditional stories. A circus clown’s makeup may include a large mouth  
and eyes that hide their features. 

The clown’s makeup completely conceals the features of the person 
beneath. Actors wear face paint or makeup to create different characters. 
Festivals and carnivals are events when people celebrate who they are  
and where they came from. Weddings are special events. 

At these special times, people often wear fine clothes and makeup.  
Brides in India paint their hands and feet with a dye called henna for  
their wedding ceremony. Wearing a bindi is another Indian tradition that  
is popular today. A bindi is worn on the forehead between the eyebrows. 

Today, many bindi are bought as stickers that can be applied and removed 
quickly. Ancient warriors went into battle with fiercely painted or tattooed 
faces. Historically, tattoos were often linked with sailors, especially tattoos 
showing anchors, ships, or hearts containing a woman’s name.

Tattoos are designed to be permanent, but it is possible to remove some 
tattoos. Makeup is the most popular form of body art today, and face paint 
is popular at sports games. As our communities become more multicultural, 
the body art from different countries is becoming a more common sight. 

Text-Sequencing Activity Stage 5
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f c h a r a c t e r o f c o s i

p m d e c o r a t i n g e p y m

a t e p c u l t u r e s l p m p

i r m a e o s u f b p h e o b o

n a a r n o o s a r o u b r o r

t d r s e i p e n a p n r t l t

e i k p b a n l s v u d a u i a

d t i e o b r g e e l r t n z n

r i n c d u i l h r a e e i e t

a o g i y t s e y y r d i t l a

i n s a c o m m o n a s t i o r

n i n l c a r e f u l l y e n t

c o s t u m e s t o w w e s g n

e e x p l o r e r s a e i y d e

w e d d i n g s f o r n n t e w

c e r e m o n i e s b e d t h s

Words  
to find:

Words can 
be found 
in these 
directions:

The letter in 
each square 
can only be 
used in one 
word.

and
bravery
art
be
body
but
carefully
celebrate
ceremonies

character
common
costumes
cultures
decorating
early
explorers
eyes
fans

for
hundreds
important
in
is
it
long
markings
meaning

new
of
opportunities
painted
people
popular
rain
so

special
symbolize
to
tradition
use
weddings
went
with

Use the letters that are left to make the word that tells where a bindi is worn. ...............

................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Word Search Activity Stage 5

Name: ..............................................................................................................................  Date: ..............................................
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Board Game Activity Stage 5

Body art was 
an early form 

of storytelling. 
Go on to 7.

Early body 
art was 

made using face 
paint, makeup, 
henna, and tattoos. 
Spin again. Go 
back that number.

Face 
paint can 

completely change 
the way someone 
looks. Go forward 
two spaces.

Many 
cultures 

use makeup, 
drama, music, and 
costumes to tell 
stories. Spin again. 
Go forward that 
number.

People wear 
fine clothes 

and makeup to 
weddings. Name 
two numbers. If 
you spin one of 
them, go on to 20.

Ancient 
warriors 

often went into 
battle with fiercely 
painted faces. 
Miss a turn.

Historically, 
tattoos are 

often linked with 
sailors. Go back 
to 18.

Tattoos are 
designed to 

stay on the skin 
forever. Go back 
two squares.

Makeup is 
the most 

popular form of 
body art today. 
Spin again. If you 
spin a 4 or 5, go 
on to 30.

START
People 
have been 
decorating 
their bodies  
for thousands 
of years.

¬¬ Spin the numbered spinner.

¬¬ The highest number starts.

¬¬ You need to spin the exact 
number to move onto the 
END square.

2 3

4

5

6

7

8

91011121314

15

16

17

18

19 20

2728

29

30

21 22

23

24

25

26

1

END
As our communities 
become more multicultural, 
the body art from different 
countries is becoming  
a more common sight!
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Use the information in the book to fill in the grid below to tell who uses body art, 
when they use it, why it is used, and what the body art is like.

You may need to do more research to help you fill in the grid.REMEMBER

Write on the back of this page if you need more space.

Writing Activity Stage 5

Name: ..............................................................................................................................  Date: ..............................................

Who When What Why
Chief, elders Painted 

designs on 
their bodies

To share information or tell stories about 
their lives

Clowns

Japanese 
actors

Australian 
indigenous 
people

Brightly 
colored body 
paint

War

Tattoos

Makeup


