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Orientation and Conferencing Plan Stage 5

Orientation
Ensure that you have read about using the plan in the 
Program Guide.

Book summary
Read the following summary to the student.

Carlos has moved to a new country, and it’s taking 
him a while to settle in. He decides that playing a 
new sport might help him to make friends. Which 
sport should he choose?

Introduction
Foster interest and activate the student’s background 
knowledge. Be concise – focus on motivating and involving 
the student. Encourage prediction by using the text 
and illustrations on the cover of the book. Discuss new 
vocabulary and remind the student to use the glossary 
(when applicable). Also remind the student to ask him/
herself questions before, during and after the reading.

Ask if the student has moved from one place to 
another and had to make new friends. How did they 
get to know new people at their new school? Discuss 
the fact that this story is about a boy who wants to 
make new friends and figures that trying out for a 
sport might help – but he has to find out which sport 
is the most suitable for him. Discuss the qualities 
you might need to be good at the sports that Carlos 
tries out for (basketball, football, track).

Conferencing
Check how well the student reads
When you are conferencing, the student reads all or part of 
the book to you. Then:
• praise, pause, and prompt appropriately;
• check for accuracy (by counting mistakes) and fluency;
• check for understanding by using one or more of the 

following methods:
 −asking the comprehension questions provided and any 
others that seem necessary;
 −asking the student to retell the story in their own words;
 −asking questions about and discussing aspcts of the 
story, such as the theme, plot, main ideas, sequence 
and characters;
 −encouraging the student to confirm the predictions they 
made during the orientation.

Decide what the student does next
Next recommend that the student:
• practices some more on the same book, with or without 

the audio;
• completes one of the activities provided that is related to 

the book;
• practices with another book from the same level; or
• is assessed for promotion to the next level.

Comprehension questions
1. Why was it difficult for Carlos to make friends?

2.  What two sports did Carlos try but decide 
against?

3.  What good things happened when Carlos tried  
out for the track-and-field team?

4.  Why do you think Carlos had a “strange empty 
feeling” after he tried out for the football team?

5.  Why did Carlos imagine he was trying to catch  
a bus that was speeding away from him? 

Answers to the Comprehension questions
1. Accept any of the following: he’d started a new school 

in the middle of the school year; everyone had their 
groups of friends; no one seemed interested in a new 
kid from another country.

2. Basketball and football. 
3. Accept any of the following: he won the race; the other 

competitors congratulated him; the coach asked him to 
start training with Julio.

4. Answers will vary.
5. Answers will vary.

Supporting English Language 
Learners
The following are suggestions for optional lessons to take 
with your English language learners. See the overview chart 
in the Program Guide for a summary of the text features of 
this book.

Purpose
Using an expansive vocabulary when responding to 
texts

Introduce the concept and practice
Focusing on specific language in the text and 
reproducing it in a different context enhances 
the student’s understanding and develops their 
vocabulary and English-speaking skills.

When the student has read the book, discuss the 
sports that Carlos tries. Together, look at each page 
and list the sports-associated words, especially 
the action verbs on each page, for example, on 
page 7, passes, shot, blocked, passing. Next, ask 
the student what other words they know that are 
associated with that sport, for example, on page 7, 
throwing, dribbling, and shooting, and ask them to 
add these to the list. When you have done this, ask 
the student to choose one sport and to write two or 
three sentences using words from their list. 
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Name: ..............................................................................................................................  Date: ..............................................

Introduction:  Carlos has moved to a new country, and it’s taking him a while to settle in. He decides that playing  
a new sport might help him to make friends. Which sport should he choose?

Accuracy Chart (Exact word replacement only)

Words Entered Score Level

More than 11 correct Independent

10 or 11 correct Instructional

Fewer than 10 correct Frustration

Errors

M  S

“Be nice to your classmates, and you’ll soon make 

friends,” Carlos’s mom advised him. Carlos thought that 

was _______ for her to say. Carlos _______ his family had 

moved _______ Mexico because his dad _______ starting 

a new job _______ a construction site. After _______ days 

at school, Carlos _______ already lonely. The schoolwork 

_______ different, the games were _______, the fashions 

were different – _______ was different. It was _______ 

beginning a new school _______ the middle of the 

_______ year. Everyone had their _______ of friends, 

and no _______ seemed interested in a _______ kid 

from another country. Carlos _______ his friends back 

_______. Each night, Carlos’s dad _______ ask him how 

his _______ had gone. “Not good, Dad,” _______ reply. 

“I want _______ go home.” His dad _______ shake his 

head. “It _______ time to settle _______, that’s all.”

Cloze Activity Stage 5

Errors
M = Meaning (makes sense)          S = Syntax (sounds right)          

Heard     Seen     Unseen 

Comments:
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Carlos and his family had moved from Mexico because his dad  
was starting a new job. It was difficult beginning a new school in the  
middle of the school year. Everyone already had their groups of friends. 

Carlos thought about playing a sport to get to know other kids.  
Carlos had been the champion of his school’s soccer team, but there 
wasn’t even a school team here. Carlos started running laps around  
the track after school to stay fit.

After a couple of weeks running laps, Carlos tried out for the school 
basketball team. He noticed that most of the boys were really tall!  
At first, he received lots of passes, but when he shot the ball, there  
was always someone taller who blocked his shot.

Carlos could see that no matter how hard he tried, basketball wasn’t for 
him. So he decided to try out for the football team. At the trials, Carlos ran 
hard, but he never got very far. He spent more time on the ground than on 
his feet. 

The next day, Carlos put his name down to try out for the track-and-field 
team. When the race started, Carlos ran past the other boys and kept 
running until someone rang a bell. Carlos thought it must be the end of  
the race, and he stopped. “Keep running, Carlos!” yelled the coach.

Carlos put on an enormous burst of speed, ran around the leading  
runners, and crossed the finish line – in first place! “Fantastic!” yelled  
the coach. “You’re on the team! Julio, you and Carlos can start training 
together tomorrow.” “Sure, coach,” smiled Julio. “Cool,” said Carlos. 

Text-Sequencing Activity Stage 5
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b m o v e d e v e r y o n e i n

e s i n t e r e s t e d c e w w

c c t s t o m o r r o w o n e o

a o a a c o u n t r y w n o a u

u n r n r h t e a m s o g r r l

s s u p o t o n o a p n r m i d

e t n l m t i m r l e d a o n h

d r n a a c h n e w c e t u g u

i u i y n o w e g a i r u s s n

f c n i a a e f r y a e l a o d

f t g n g c r o t s l d a r m r

e i b g e h e r h h t o t o e e

r o u o d l i n e e e e e u o d

e n t g r o u n d c r d o n n i

n b a s k e t b a l l e c d e t

t f r i e n d s r e c e i v e d

Words  
to find:

Words can 
be found 
in these 
directions:

The letter in 
each square 
can only be 
used in one 
word.

always
another
around
basketball
because
but
coach
congratulate
construction

country
different
do
enormous
everyone
for
friends
ground

here
home
hundred
in
interested
it
line
managed

moved
no
playing
received
running
someone
special
starting

team
the
to
tomorrow
wearing
were
wondered
would

Use the letters that are left to make the word that tells what sport Carlos had been 

the champion of in Guadalajara. ...............................................................................................................................

Word Search Activity Stage 5

Name: ..............................................................................................................................  Date: ..............................................
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Board Game Activity Stage 5

No one’s 
interested in 

a new kid. Name 
two numbers.  
If you spin one 
of them, go back 
to 3.

You wonder 
what you can 

do to get to know 
the other kids. 
Spin again. If you 
spin a 1 or 2, go 
on to 10.

You used 
to be the 

champion of your 
school soccer 
team. Go on to 11.

There’s no 
soccer team 

at your new school. 
Go back to 8.

You try 
out for the 

school basketball 
team. Someone 
taller always 
blocks your shots. 
Go back two 
spaces.

You try 
out for the 

football team. You 
spend all your time 
on the ground. 
Spin again. Go 
back that number.

You try 
out for the 

track-and-field 
team. Spin again. 
Go forward that 
number.

You cross the 
finish line 

– in first place! 
Go forward three 
spaces.

It’s difficult 
beginning at 

a new school in 
the middle of the 
school year. 
Miss a turn.

START
Your family  
has moved 
from Mexico 
because your 
dad has started 
a new job.

¬¬ Spin the numbered spinner.

¬¬ The highest number starts.

¬¬ You need to spin the exact 
number to move onto the 
END square.

2 3

4

5

6

7

8

91011121314

15

16

17

18

19 20

2728

29

30

21 22

23

24

25

26

1

END
“Fantastic!” the coach 
yells. “You’re on the 
team! Julio and you can 
start training together 
tomorrow.”
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Find examples of Carlos’s actions. How might he be feeling at that time?

Look at the ways that Carlos tried to meet new people.REMEMBER

Write on the back of this page if you need more space.

Writing Activity Stage 5

Name: ..............................................................................................................................  Date: ..............................................

Example:
Carlos tries out for the basketball team. Carlos feels hopeful, then resigned.

Write a paragraph to summarize Carlos’s feelings throughout the book.


