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Orientation and Conferencing Plan Stage 3

Orientation
Ensure that you have read about using the plan in the 
Program Guide.

Book summary
Read the following summary to the student.

Josh wants to visit his brother in Australia, but he 
has to find a way to pay for the airplane tickets. Will 
he make it to Australia?

Introduction
Foster interest and activate the student’s background 
knowledge. Be concise – focus on motivating and involving 
the student. Encourage prediction by using the text 
and illustrations on the cover of the book. Discuss new 
vocabulary and remind the student to use the glossary 
(when applicable). Also remind the student to ask him/
herself questions before, during and after the reading.

Using a map, show the student where Australia is in 
relation to the United States and ask what they know 
about that country. Discuss the things that would 
need to be organized before traveling there: obtaining 
permission and visas, researching costs, booking 
tickets, and finding accommodation. Also discuss 
how realistic it would be for the student to plan such 
a trip. 

Looking through the text together, discuss why Josh 
wanted to go to Australia, how he estimated the cost, 
and how he found a way to earn the money. Make 
sure the student understands Josh’s calculations.

Conferencing
Check how well the student reads
When you are conferencing, the student reads all or part of 
the book to you. Then:
• praise, pause, and prompt appropriately;
• check for accuracy (by counting mistakes) and fluency;
• check for understanding by using one or more of the 

following methods:
 −asking the comprehension questions provided and any 
others that seem necessary;
 −asking the student to retell the story in their own words;
 −asking questions about and discussing aspcts of the 
story, such as the theme, plot, main ideas, sequence 
and characters;
 −encouraging the student to confirm the predictions they 
made during the orientation.

Decide what the student does next
Next recommend that the student:
• practices some more on the same book, with or without 

the audio;
• completes one of the activities provided that is related to 

the book;
• practices with another book from the same level; or
• is assessed for promotion to the next level.

Comprehension questions
1. Why did Josh want to go to Australia?

2. What did people do to help Josh get the money for 
his ticket?

3. What kinds of work did Josh think he could do?

4. How might Josh have saved $5 a week from his 
allowance?

5. What kind of work do you think Josh might have 
found in Australia?

Answers to the Comprehension questions
1. He wanted to visit his brother.
2. Grandpa gave him money, Mom and Dad gave him 

money and asked their friends and neighbors about 
jobs, and a neighbor gave him a job.

3. Walk dogs, collect mail, and water plants.
4. Answers will vary.
5. Answers will vary.

Supporting English Language 
Learners
The following are suggestions for optional lessons to take 
with your English language learners. See the overview chart 
in the Program Guide for a summary of the text features of 
this book.

Purpose
Writing a short paragraph of at least four sentences, 
based on a model provided by the teacher

Introduce the concept and practice
Innovating on a text involves thinking about other 
ways an author might have written a story and, in this 
case, writing an alternative ending. 

When the student is familiar with the book, discuss 
the ending. Why did the author end the story 
in this way? How else could he have ended it? 
Brainstorm other possible endings, recording ideas 
on chart paper. Choose one option and write a 
short paragraph to end the story, incorporating the 
student’s ideas. 

Read the paragraph together, discussing language/ 
vocabulary choices, spelling, and punctuation and 
grammar, making sure the student is aware that 
these are important elements of writing. Then ask 
the student to write another ending for Dog Money, 
using one of the ideas from the chart. Help them 
with their vocabulary and spelling.

The student could record their story to be used by 
other students.
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Name: ..............................................................................................................................  Date: ..............................................

Introduction:  Josh wants to visit his brother in Australia, but he has to find a way to pay for the airplane tickets. 
Will he make it to Australia?

Accuracy Chart (Exact word replacement only)

Words Entered Score Level

More than 11 correct Independent

10 or 11 correct Instructional

Fewer than 10 correct Frustration

Errors

M  S

My older brother is a surfer. When he moved to Australia, 

_________ said I could visit _________. I thought that 

would _________ cool, but how would _________ pay 

for the tickets? “_________ I go if I _________ the 

money?” I asked Mom _________ Dad. “Sure,” they said. 

_________ , I had a goal, _________ I had permission, but 

_________ didn’t have the money. I _________ a travel 

agent and _________ out that a round-trip _________ to 

Australia cost $1,160! _________ grandpa said he’d give 

_________ $400 to get me _________. Mom and Dad 

said _________ add $200. I wrote _________ plan to 

help me _________. San Francisco to Sydney _________: 

$1,160 From Grandpa: $400 _________ Mom and Dad: 

$200 _________ have to earn: $560 I _________ – 

walk dogs – collect mail – _________ plants. How I can 

_________ work:

Cloze Activity Stage 3

Errors
M = Meaning (makes sense)          S = Syntax (sounds right)          

Heard     Seen     Unseen 

Comments:
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My older brother is a surfer. When he moved  
to Australia, he said I could visit him.  
How would I pay for the tickets?  
“Can I go if I earn the money?”  
I asked Mom and Dad. “Sure,” they said.

I wrote a plan. San Francisco to Sydney return: $1,160 
From Grandpa: $400. From Mom and Dad: $200. 
I have to earn earn: $560. 
I can walk dogs, collect mail, and water plants.  
I made a sign.

“WORK WANTED: Our son, Josh, can  
walk dogs, collect mail, and water plants.”  
A few days later, our neighbor called.  
“Could you walk and feed my dog, Katie,  
twice a day?” she asked.

 
Each morning before school, I took Katie for 
a walk to the park. I made sure that she had  
some dog food and plenty of fresh water. 

 
 
After nearly two months of hard work,  
I was at the airport. The trip took 19 hours.  
I was really glad to see my big brother  
waiting for me at Sydney airport. 

Text-Sequencing Activity Stage 3
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b b a d w u s e d t h a t

c r e g a h w a t e r d o

t o o a a y e o n s a i d

h i s t c i s n f r o m l

d o g w h h n s u r f e r

n h c a r e e w e e k s a

m e a l a u r a s k e d t

h o n k o f n c o u l d t

a e n l f r i e n d s e h

h w l e o p l e a s e a e

a m y p y f e e d b y r y

v a g e n t t h i n k n s

e a i r p o r t p l a n o

Words  
to find:

Words can 
be found 
in these 
directions:

The letter in 
each square 
can only be 
used in one 
word.

again
beach
days
friends
his
plan
surfer
used

agent
brother
do
from
money
please
that
walk

airport
by
dog
have
my
run
they
water

asked
can
earn
he
of
said
think
weeks

at
could
feed
help
on
so
to
when

Use the letters that are left to make the word that tells you another word for pocket 

money.  ............................................................................................................................................................................................

Word Search Activity Stage 3

Name: ..............................................................................................................................  Date: ..............................................
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Board Game Activity Stage 3

You write a 
plan. Spin 

again. Go forward 
that number.

It’s going to 
take eight 

weeks to save 
enough money. 
Miss a turn.

You walk 
Katie 

before and after 
school each day. 
Go forward four 
spaces. 

You miss 
being able to 

go places with your 
friends. Go back 
to 8.

Mom and 
Dad see 

you off at the 
airport. Spin again. 
Go forward that 
number.

The flight 
takes 19 

hours. Name two 
numbers. If you 
spin one of them, 
go on to 25.

Your brother 
meets you 

in Sydney. Spin 
again. If you spin 
a 6 or 1, go on 
to 29.

Your 
spending 

money starts to 
run out. Go back 
five spaces.

How will you 
pay for the 

trip? Go on to 5.
START
Your brother 
said you could 
visit him  
in Australia.

¬¬ Spin the numbered spinner.

¬¬ The highest number starts.

¬¬ You need to spin the exact 
number to move onto the 
END square.

2 3

4

5

6

7

8

91011121314

15

16

17

18

19 20

2728

29

30

21 22

23

24

25

26

1

END
You learn to surf!
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Imagine that you are Josh, on vacation in Australia. Write a postcard to a friend.

Tell your friend about the weather and what you’ve been 
doing. Write your friend’s name and address on the right-
hand side of the postcard.

REMEMBER

Write on the back of this page if you need more space.

Writing Activity Stage 3

Name: ..............................................................................................................................  Date: ..............................................


