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Orientation and Conferencing Plan Stage 5

Orientation
Ensure that you have read about using the plan in the 
Program Guide.

Book summary
Read the following summary to the student.

Have you ever thought about how an elevator works? 
Elevators are one of the most useful machines that 
have been invented. One day, they might even take 
us into space!

Introduction
Foster interest and activate the student’s background 
knowledge. Be concise – focus on motivating and involving 
the student. Encourage prediction by using the text 
and illustrations on the cover of the book. Discuss new 
vocabulary and remind the student to use the glossary 
(when applicable). Also remind the student to ask him/
herself questions before, during and after the reading.

Ask if the student rides in an elevator every day. 
Have they ever thought about how it works? Ask the 
student to make some guesses about why elevators 
were invented and how they might work. They should 
also think of any other questions that they have 
about elevators. 

Conferencing
Check how well the student reads
When you are conferencing, the student reads all or part of 
the book to you. Then:
• praise, pause, and prompt appropriately;
• check for accuracy (by counting mistakes) and fluency;
• check for understanding by using one or more of the 

following methods:
 −asking the comprehension questions provided and any 
others that seem necessary;
 −asking the student to retell the story in their own words;
 −asking questions about and discussing aspcts of the 
story, such as the theme, plot, main ideas, sequence 
and characters;
 −encouraging the student to confirm the predictions they 
made during the orientation.

Decide what the student does next
Next recommend that the student:
• practices some more on the same book, with or without 

the audio;
• completes one of the activities provided that is related to 

the book;
• practices with another book from the same level; or
• is assessed for promotion to the next level.

Comprehension questions
1. What was unsafe about the first elevators used  

in mines?

2.  Why are today’s elevators much safer?

3.  What things do the sensor and computer in an 
elevator do?

4.  How would life be different if we didn’t have 
elevators?

5.  What would be the advantages of having elevators 
that go into space?

Answers to the Comprehension questions
1. If the rope broke, there was nothing to stop the cage 

from falling to the bottom of the shaft.
2. Accept either of the following: they usually have several 

cables, and if one of the cables snaps, the others will 
hold the car up; they have brakes and oil-filled cushions 
to soften a landing.

3. Accept any of the following: they do the attendant’s job; 
they can tell how many floors have gone by; they tell the 
engine when to move; they stop the car at the correct 
floors; they make the ride smoother.

4. Answers will vary.
5. Answers will vary.

Supporting English Language 
Learners
The following are suggestions for optional lessons to take 
with your English language learners. See the overview chart 
in the Program Guide for a summary of the text features of 
this book.

Purpose
Reading and identifying basic text features

Introduce the concept and practice
Organizing information into a logical format 
demonstrates the student’s understanding of 
nonfiction text.

Before the session, photocopy the entire book. Cut 
out the headings, contents page, glossary, diagrams, 
photographs, and each paragraph and put them into 
an envelope. Have a large piece of paper to give the 
student.

When the student is familiar with the book, discuss 
the nonfiction text features it contains. Give the 
student the envelope and paper and ask them to 
organize the parts of the book into a structure that 
makes sense for someone else to read. When all the 
pieces are laid out, they should read it to check the 
order. Guide and support them with questioning as 
they do so. 

Once the pieces have been glued in place, discuss 
any differences between the student’s “book” and 
the printed version. 
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Introduction:  Have you ever thought about how an elevator works? Elevators are one of the most useful  
machines that have been invented. One day, they might even take us into space!

Accuracy Chart (Exact word replacement only)

Words Entered Score Level

More than 11 correct Independent

10 or 11 correct Instructional

Fewer than 10 correct Frustration

Errors

M  S

From Walk-up to High Rise  Today, we use elevators 

so often that it’s hard to imagine life without them. In an 

elevator, _______  just push a button, _______ it will take 

you _______ one  floor to another _______ very little time. 

It _______ be one of the _______ convenient things that 

you _______ each day, especially if _______ live in a  

high-rise ___________. Around 1850, when taller 

__________ were being constructed, people _______ 

an easier way to _______ to the higher floors _______ 

climbing a lot of _______. The problem was solved 

_______ the invention of the __________. The idea for the 

_______ elevator may have been _______ on the cages 

that _______ once found in coal _______. The miners 

used these _______ to travel up and _______ the deep 

mine shafts. _______ in a cage was _______ quicker than 

using a _______ ladder, but it was very dangerous.   

Cloze Activity Stage 5

Errors
M = Meaning (makes sense)          S = Syntax (sounds right)          

Heard     Seen     Unseen 

Comments:
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Today, we use elevators so often that it’s hard to imagine life  
without them. Around 1850, when buildings were becoming higher,  
people needed an easier way to get to their floor than climbing  
a lot of stairs.

This problem was solved by the invention of the elevator. Engineers  
had to design an elevator that was safe and wouldn’t fall. The first  
elevators used a long piece of metal called a ram to push the elevator  
car up from the bottom. 

These rams slide in and out of tubes called cylinders. Although this system 
is safe, the ram needs to be nearly as tall as the building itself, which 
makes rams unsuitable in high-rise buildings. Modern elevators use cables 
that link the car of an elevator to a big wheel and a counterweight. 

 
As the car goes up, this counterweight comes down, and as the car goes 
down, the weight comes up. Modern elevators usually have several cables. 
If one of the cables snaps, the others will hold  the car up. 

As well as cables, elevators also have brakes and oil-filled cushions at the 
bottom of the shaft. Most elevators now use sensors linked to computers 
to tell the elevator when to stop. Scientists at NASA think one day it will be 
possible to have elevators that would link Earth with a space station.
 
These elevators would look like a space shuttle and would use  
electricity to drive them along a very long cable. So the next time  
you ride in an elevator, you could think about taking an elevator  
into outer space one day! 

Text-Sequencing Activity Stage 5
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e d a n g e r o u s h a d s c u

p l e n g i n e e r s a t c u s

e t e a b u i l d i n g s i s u

o r e v n s t o p s p p c e h a

p a s i a o h a v e o a o n i l

l v p n i t t a n d s s m t o l

e e e v n f o h t o i s p i n y

c l c e t r t r e l t e u s s t

d f i n o o h w s r i n t t s h

e l a t t m e a u r o g e s j i

s o l i o u m y s a n e r b o n

i o l o i o b u e m i r e y b g

g r y n l b f e c s t s d a y s

n f a l l i n g s h h a n d l e

w i t h o u t a p r e s s u r e

i m a g i n e c y l i n d e r s

Words  
to find:

Words can 
be found 
in these 
directions:

The letter in 
each square 
can only be 
used in one 
word.

and
another
at
buildings
by
computer
cushions
cylinders
dangerous

day
design
elevators
engineers
especially
falling
floor
from
had

handle
have
imagine
into
invention
it
job
much
of

oil
passengers
people
position
pressure
rams
scientists
stops
the

things
to
travel
tubes
use
usually
way
without

Use the letters that are left to make the word that tells what most of today’s 

elevators use to move the car up and down.  ................................................................................................

Word Search Activity Stage 5

Name: ..............................................................................................................................  Date: ..............................................
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Board Game Activity Stage 5

As buildings 
grew taller, 

people needed an 
easier way to get 
up to higher floors. 
Miss a turn.

Engineers 
had to 

design an elevator 
that was safe. Spin 
again. Go back 
that number.

The first 
elevators 

used a ram to 
push the car up 
from the bottom. 
Go back two 
spaces.

The ram 
system 

is safe, but it’s 
difficult to dig a 
hole deep enough. 
Go back to 10.

Elevators 
today use 

cables to move 
the car up and 
down. Name two 
numbers. If you 
spin one of them, 
go on to 18.

Modern 
elevators 

are safe because 
they have several 
cables. Go on to 
22.

Today’s 
elevators 

have brakes and 
oil-filled cushions. 
Spin again. If you 
spin a 1 or 2, go 
on to 27.

Today’s 
elevators use 

sensors linked to 
computers to tell 
the car when to 
stop. Go forward 
four spaces.

NASA 
scientists 

think that elevators 
could link Earth 
with space. Spin 
again. Go forward 
that number.

START
Today, we use 
elevators so 
often that 
it’s hard to 
imagine life 
without them.

¬¬ Spin the numbered spinner.

¬¬ The highest number starts.

¬¬ You need to spin the exact 
number to move onto the 
END square.

2 3

4

5

6

7

8

91011121314

15

16

17

18

19 20

2728

29

30

21 22

23

24

25

26

1

END
Next time you ride in an elevator, 
imagine taking one into outer space 
one day!
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Draw a labeled diagram of an elevator that travels into outer space.
Include details of how it will work.

The pictures and information in the book will help you  
to draw and label your diagram.REMEMBER

Write on the back of this page if you need more space.

Writing Activity Stage 5

Name: ..............................................................................................................................  Date: ..............................................


