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Orientation and Conferencing Plan Stage 5

Orientation
Ensure that you have read about using the plan in the 
Program Guide.

Book summary
Read the following summary to the student.

Have you ever flushed something down the toilet  
by mistake? Follow the flow to find out where it  
went and how it got there.

Introduction
Foster interest and activate the student’s background 
knowledge. Be concise – focus on motivating and involving 
the student. Encourage prediction by using the text 
and illustrations on the cover of the book. Discuss new 
vocabulary and remind the student to use the glossary 
(when applicable). Also remind the student to ask him/
herself questions before, during and after the reading.

Discuss what happens when you flush the toilet, 
focusing on the way the water flows from the 
cistern into the bowl and then down the drainpipe. 
If possible, look at the inside of a cistern. Ask the 
student if they know what happens to the waste once 
a toilet has been flushed, then explain that this is 
what this book is about.

Together, examine the contents page and discuss 
the information likely to be found in each chapter. 
During your discussion, use as much of the technical 
vocabulary in the book as possible and ensure that 
the student understands it. 

Conferencing
Check how well the student reads
When you are conferencing, the student reads all or part of 
the book to you. Then:
• praise, pause, and prompt appropriately;
• check for accuracy (by counting mistakes) and fluency;
• check for understanding by using one or more of the 

following methods:
 −asking the comprehension questions provided and any 
others that seem necessary;
 −asking the student to retell the story in their own words;
 −asking questions about and discussing aspcts of the 
story, such as the theme, plot, main ideas, sequence 
and characters;
 −encouraging the student to confirm the predictions they 
made during the orientation.

Decide what the student does next
Next recommend that the student:
• practices some more on the same book, with or without 

the audio;
• completes one of the activities provided that is related to 

the book;
• practices with another book from the same level; or
• is assessed for promotion to the next level.

Comprehension questions
1. Why is the waste from sewers cleansed and 

purified? 

2.  What are the two most common ways of cleansing 
this waste?

3.  How can the sludge from the digester tanks be 
used?

4.  Why is it important to test effluent before it’s 
released into waterways or onto land?

5.  Why is it best not to flush things like pens and 
toys down the toilet?

Answers to the Comprehension questions
1. Accept either of the following: it helps to prevent the 

spread of disease; so that the wastewater can be 
released back into the environment.

2. Treatment tanks and oxidation ponds.
3. Accept any of the following: it can be used as landfill; it 

can be dug into the earth to improve the soil; it can be 
burned as fuel.

4. Answers will vary.
5. Answers will vary.

Supporting English Language 
Learners
The following are suggestions for optional lessons to take 
with your English language learners. See the overview chart 
in the Program Guide for a summary of the text features of 
this book.

Purpose
Using a dictionary to find the meaning of unfamiliar 
words

Introduce the concept and practice
Using a dictionary improves the student’s vocabulary 
and their understanding of words.

Before the student has read the book, read it aloud. 
As they listen, they should write down any words that 
are new or difficult. When you have finished reading, 
ask the student to predict the meaning of each word 
on the list.

Show the student how to use a dictionary and look 
up the first word on their list together. Explain to the 
student that they must make sure they understand 
it in the context of the text. If they still don’t 
understand a word after they have found it in the 
dictionary, they could discuss it with another student 
or with you.

The student can now use the dictionary to look up 
the remaining words on their list.
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Name: ..............................................................................................................................  Date: ..............................................

Introduction:  Have you ever flushed something down the toilet by mistake? Follow the flow to find out where it 
went and how it got there.

Accuracy Chart (Exact word replacement only)

Words Entered Score Level

More than 11 correct Independent

10 or 11 correct Instructional

Fewer than 10 correct Frustration

Errors

M  S

Flushing  Have you ever accidentally flushed something 

down the toilet, such as a pen or a pair of sunglasses? 

Did you wonder where _______ would end up? Let’s 

_______ the flow to see _______ happens when you 

flush.  _______ you flush the toilet, _______ rushes into 

the bowl _______ swirls away the contents _______ 

wastewater, which is known _______ sewage. Most toilets 

are _______ to underground pipes called _______. If you 

live in _______ city or town, your _______ will connect to a 

_______ of sewers that run _______ the buildings, parks, 

and _______. Flowing The wastewater from _______ 

kinds of places, such _______ houses, laundries, hotels, 

and _______, flows into the sewer. _______ waste that 

flows through _______ is mostly water. The _______ carry 

it to a _______ treatment center, where the _______ 

is cleansed or purified. _______ are different ways to 

_______ the waste that comes to the center. 

 

Cloze Activity Stage 5

Errors
M = Meaning (makes sense)          S = Syntax (sounds right)          

Heard     Seen     Unseen 

Comments:
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Have you ever accidentally flushed something down the toilet?  
When you flush the toilet, water rushes into the bowl and swirls away  
the contents and wastewater, which is known as sewage. Most toilets  
are connected to underground pipes called sewers.

These sewers carry the waste to a sewage treatment center. When the wastewater 
flows into a treatment center, it passes through screens, which collect objects that 
people have flushed down the toilet. The garbage is removed and dumped at  
a landfill site. The wastewater is then pumped into large settling tanks.

In these settling tanks, the sewage sinks to the bottom and forms a sludge.  
The scum that settles on the top is removed, and the wastewater passes to 
another tank. The water is stirred at high speed and mixed with air, then it’s  
left to settle again. The sludge is then pumped into digester tanks. 

Tiny bacteria and micro-organisms digest this sludge. The sludge is removed  
and the wastewater is now called effluent. The effluent can be cleansed by 
ultraviolet lights or by chlorine before it’s released into waterways or onto land. 
Another way of cleansing and purifying sewage is in oxidation ponds.

Wastewater flows into these oxidation ponds after it has passed through  
the collecting screens. The sludge settles on the bottom, where it is digested  
by pond life. Algae and tiny micro-organisms work together with the sunlight to 
treat the wastewater. 

This treated water then flows into a lagoon, where it is left to purify further. 
Whatever you dropped down the toilet would have been caught in the screens 
and will probably be buried in a landfill somewhere. Everything else that you’ve 
flushed has been returned to nature as something that looks quite different!

Text-Sequencing Activity Stage 5
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s s h a p p e n s a r o a d s l

u b o c o n t e n t s g a s u f

n e b m a p l a c e s t e i n a

l n u p e w e r a r c c l n d c

i e i b i t o a u s a o e t e t

g a l e t p h u t n u l c o r o

h t d l w r e i l s g l t o g r

t h i i a h u s n d h e r x r i

b s n e s a i e o g t c i y o e

y p g v t s t d o w n t c g u s

l e s e e n a t u r e i i e n t

w c h r e l e a s e d n t n d h

i i a a m p u r i f y g y g o e

t a n i v o p r o d u c e d f n

h l d s i e s t r e a t m e n t

f e e d i n g t c l e a n s e d

Words  
to find:

Words can 
be found 
in these 
directions:

The letter in 
each square 
can only be 
used in one 
word.

and
as
believe
beneath
buildings
by
caught
cleansed
collecting

contents
down
eat
electricity
factories
feeding
gas
happens
has

have
into
is
it
most
nature
of
oxygen
pipes

places
produced
purify
released
roads
run
something
special

sunlight
then
treatment
true
underground
waste
with
would

Use the letters that are left to make the word that tells what some people think live 

in the sewers beneath New York City. ....................................................................................................................

Word Search Activity Stage 5

Name: ..............................................................................................................................  Date: ..............................................
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Board Game Activity Stage 5

Most  
toilets are 

connected to 
underground pipes 
called sewers. Spin 
again. Go back 
that number.

The 
wastewater 

from all kinds of 
places flows in 
the sewers. Miss 
a turn.

Sewers carry 
the waste 

to a sewage 
treatment center. 
Spin again. If you 
spin a 1 or 2, go 
on to 13.

The two most 
common 

ways to cleanse 
waste are 
treatment tanks 
and oxidation 
ponds. Go on  
to 16.

As the waste 
flows into the 

treatment tanks, 
it passes through 
screens. Go back 
to 15.

The 
wastewater 

is then pumped 
into large settling 
tanks. Go back two 
spaces.

The sludge 
from the 

settling tanks is 
digested by micro-
organisms. Go on 
to 26.

The end 
product is 

called effluent, and 
it’s released into 
waterways or onto 
land. Spin again. 
Go forward that 
number.

When you 
flush a toilet, 

water rushes into 
the bowl and swirls 
away the contents. 
Go forward four 
spaces.

START
Have you ever 
accidentally 
flushed 
something down 
the toilet and 
wondered where 
it would end up?

¬¬ Spin the numbered spinner.

¬¬ The highest number starts.

¬¬ You need to spin the exact 
number to move onto the 
END square.

2 3

4

5

6

7

8

91011121314

15

16

17

18

19 20

2728

29

30

21 22

23

24

25

26

1

END
Whatever you’ve dropped down the 
toilet would have been screened out in 
the treatment center. Everything else 
has been returned to nature.
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Draw a simple flow diagram to show what happened to the sunglasses in the book. 

Use both the diagrams and the text in the book  
to follow the sunglasses’s  journey. REMEMBER

Write on the back of this page if you need more space.

Writing Activity Stage 5

Name: ..............................................................................................................................  Date: ..............................................


