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Orientation and Conferencing Plan Stage 5

Orientation
Ensure that you have read about using the plan in the 
Program Guide.

Book summary
Read the following summary to the student.

It never snows in Jamaica, so how did a Jamaican 
bobsled team make it to the Winter Olympics? This 
story shows what can happen when you have  
a dream and persevere to make it come true.

Introduction
Foster interest and activate the student’s background 
knowledge. Be concise – focus on motivating and involving 
the student. Encourage prediction by using the text 
and illustrations on the cover of the book. Discuss new 
vocabulary and remind the student to use the glossary 
(when applicable). Also remind the student to ask him/
herself questions before, during and after the reading.

Discuss the Winter Olympics and the kinds of events 
that are included, ensuring you mention bobsledding. 
Talk about how and why the Winter Olympics are 
different from the ordinary Olympics. (The sports take 
place on snow or ice.) Ask what the student knows 
about bobsledding – have they seen it on TV? Explain 
that this book is about a team of bobsledders who 
came from Jamaica, which has a very hot climate. 
Use an atlas to locate Jamaica and the other 
places mentioned in the book (Calgary, Canada; 
Lillehammer, Norway; Nagano, Japan; and Salt Lake 
City, USA) and discuss the climates in these places. 
Encourage the student to watch a copy of the video 
Cool Runnings at home.

Conferencing
Check how well the student reads
When you are conferencing, the student reads all or part of 
the book to you. Then:
• praise, pause, and prompt appropriately;
• check for accuracy (by counting mistakes) and fluency;
• check for understanding by using one or more of the 

following methods:
 −asking the comprehension questions provided and any 
others that seem necessary;
 −asking the student to retell the story in their own words;
 −asking questions about and discussing aspcts of the 
story, such as the theme, plot, main ideas, sequence 
and characters;
 −encouraging the student to confirm the predictions they 
made during the orientation.

Decide what the student does next
Next recommend that the student:
• practices some more on the same book, with or without 

the audio;
• completes one of the activities provided that is related to 

the book;
• practices with another book from the same level; or
• is assessed for promotion to the next level.

Comprehension questions
1. What is bobsledding?

2.  Why did a lot of people think it was unusual when 
they heard that Jamaica had a bobsled team?

3.  Why is the Jamaican bobsled team so popular?

4.  Why might the Jamaican bobsled team be so 
determined to compete at the Olympics?

5.  What might the Jamaican bobsled team say  
to people who laugh at them? 

Answers to the Comprehension questions
1. Accept either of the following: a sport in which teams 

race down a long ice track on a bobsled;  racing in 
a vehicle that is like a toboggan with runners and 
steering. 

2.  Jamaica is very hot, and it never snows there.
3. They have always shown the true Olympic spirit and 

have not been put off by failure.
4. Answers will vary.
5. Answers will vary.

Supporting English Language 
Learners
The following are suggestions for optional lessons to take 
with your English language learners. See the overview chart 
in the Program Guide for a summary of the text features of 
this book.

Purpose
Writing a short paragraph based on a model provided 
by the teacher

Introduce the concept and practice
Identifying the key facts in a text and restating them 
in the student’s own words develops their ability to 
use nonfiction text for information-gathering tasks.

When the student is familiar with the book, provide  
a photocopy of the text. Read it together and 
highlight the key facts. Use this information to model 
writing a short paragraph of at least four sentences 
about the Jamaican team’s Olympic journey. Allow the 
student to guide the writing process with their own 
ideas and suggestions. 

Next, the student writes their own short paragraph 
about the bobsled event using the model paragraph 
as a guide.
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Name: ..............................................................................................................................  Date: ..............................................

Introduction:  It never snows in Jamaica, so how did a Jamaican bobsled team make it to the Winter Olympics? 
This story shows what can happen when you have a dream and persevere to make it come true.

Accuracy Chart (Exact word replacement only)

Words Entered Score Level

More than 11 correct Independent

10 or 11 correct Instructional

Fewer than 10 correct Frustration

Errors

M  S

If you were in a sled that was tearing down an ice track, 

zooming around the corners, and going faster on the 

straights than a car on a highway, would you call it fun 

or terrifying?  Some people call this _______  sport – 

bobsledding. Bobsleds are raced _______ top athletes from 

all _______ the world.  Bobsleds were _______ made over a 

hundred _______ ago, when someone put _______ steering 

mechanism onto a ___________. These bobsleds were made 

_______ wood. Today,  bobsleds are made _______ fiberglass 

and steel, and _______ have four runners – two _______ to 

the front axle _______ two on the back. _______ bobsled 

team has either _______ or four people. The _______ at 

the front is _______ pilot. The pilot steers _______ bobsled 

while the person _______ the back controls the _______. 

Teams take turns racing _______ a long ice track _______ 

has tall ice walls _______ lots of curves and _______. 

At the beginning of _______ race, the bobsledders throw 

___________ at the bobsled to start it moving. 

Cloze Activity Stage 5

Errors
M = Meaning (makes sense)          S = Syntax (sounds right)          

Heard     Seen     Unseen 

Comments:
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Tearing down an ice track in a sled and going faster than a car on the 
highway – fun or terrifying? Bobsleds are raced by top athletes from all 
around the world. Bobsleds were first made over a hundred years ago.  
They were made from wood. 

 
 
Today’s bobsleds are made from fiberglass and steel. A bobsled team has 
either two or four people. At the front, the pilot steers the bobsled while the 
person at the back controls the brake. Teams race down a long ice track. 

 
This track has tall ice walls and lots of curves and corners. At the  
beginning of a race, the bobsledders throw themselves at the bobsled to 
start it moving. Then they race alongside their bobsled, pushing it as hard 
as they can. 

Once the bobsled is moving fast enough, they jump in. In the bobsled 
competition at the Winter Olympics, the winner is the team that has  
the fastest combined time over four runs. A lot of people thought it was 
unusual when a bobsled team from Jamaica turned up at the  
1988 Winter Olympics in Canada. 

The temperatures are always high in Jamaica, and it doesn’t snow.  
There were no other bobsled teams so there were no trials to qualify for  
the Olympic competition. The Jamaicans were happy with their first two 
runs, and they hoped for a very fast third run. They started well, then 
disaster struck when the pilot lost control of the sled. 

But the team didn’t give up. A few years later, in the 1994 Winter Olympics 
in Norway, the team came fourteenth. A Jamaican bobsled team also 
competed at the Winter Olympics in Japan in 1998 and again in 2002  
in Salt Lake City. Maybe one day, their dreams of Olympic success will  
come true.

Text-Sequencing Activity Stage 5
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a t e r r i f y i n g w h e n p

r h i m p o r t a n t b r u n r

o u i m o v i n g s c e w t o e

u n s t e a m d t t o c i b s p

n d t h t a a o r u r a n r o a

d r a a c h s w a d n u t a a r

p e r r a o a n c e e s e k g e

t d t d n z f t k n r e r e o d

o c o n t r o l s t s s h a d b

b r e x t r e m e l y g i v e u

o a f j c o m p e t i t i o n t

g c a t u a m a z e d s h o w n

g i s i h m f i n i s h e d a t

a n t n z e p b o b s l e d a n

n g d i f f e r e n c e s o m e

a t h l e t e s n e v e r g e t

Words  
to find:

Words can 
be found 
in these 
directions:

The letter in 
each square 
can only be 
used in one 
word.

ago
amazed
an
around
as
at
athletes
because
bobsled
brake

but
can
competition
controls
corners
difference
down
extremely
fast
finished

get
give
had
hard
hundred
important
in
jump
moving
never

of
prepared
racing
run
shown
so
some
start
student

team
terrifying
that
the
to
toboggan
track
when
winter

Use the letters that are left to make the word that tells what some of the Jamaican 
bobsled team delivered to raise funds for their training. .......................................................................

Word Search Activity Stage 5

Name: ..............................................................................................................................  Date: ..............................................
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Board Game Activity Stage 5

Bobsleds 
were made 

over a hundred 
years ago. Spin 
again. If you spin  
a 2 or 5, go on 
to 7.

At first, 
racing 

bobsleds was a 
sport for people 
with lots of money. 
Go back three 
spaces.

Today’s 
bobsleds 

are raced by top 
athletes from 
around the world. 
Go forward four 
spaces.

A bobsled 
has four 

runners – two 
attached to the 
front axle and two 
on the back. Go on 
to 18.

People 
thought it 

was unusual when 
a Jamaican team 
turned up at the 
Winter Olympics. 
Miss a turn.

   The 
Jamaicans 

lost control of their 
sled on their third 
run. Go back 
to 20.

The 
Jamaicans 

kept training for 
the next Olympics. 
Name two 
numbers. If you 
spin one of them, 
go on to 28.

A Jamaican 
bobsled 

team competed at 
the 2002 Winter 
Olympics. Spin 
again. Go forward 
that number.

START
Is zooming 
around corners 
and tearing down 
an ice track in 
a bobsled fun or 
terrifying?

¬¬ Spin the numbered spinner.

¬¬ The highest number starts.

¬¬ You need to spin the exact 
number to move onto the 
END square.

2 3

4

5

6

7

8

91011121314

15

16

17

18

19 20

2728

29

30

21 22

23

24

25

26

1

END
Maybe one day, the Jamaican 
bobsledders’ dreams of Olympic 
success will come true.
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Write a letter to the Jamaican bobsledders congratulating them on their 
achievements. Tell them why you think they should keep trying.

Use the correct letter format. Include your name and address 
and today’s date.REMEMBER

Write on the back of this page if you need more space.

Writing Activity Stage 5

Name: ..............................................................................................................................  Date: ..............................................

Dear ,


