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Orientation and Conferencing Plan Stage 5

Orientation
Ensure that you have read about using the plan in the 
Program Guide.

Book summary
Read the following summary to the student.

When something really embarrassing happens, you 
might wish the ground would swallow you up! Learn 
how to keep your cool, whatever the situation.

Introduction
Foster interest and activate the student’s background 
knowledge. Be concise – focus on motivating and involving 
the student. Encourage prediction by using the text 
and illustrations on the cover of the book. Discuss new 
vocabulary and remind the student to use the glossary 
(when applicable). Also remind the student to ask him/
herself questions before, during and after the reading.

Discuss social situations the student may have 
experienced where they felt embarrassed or 
uncomfortable and others found the situation 
humorous. Talk about why the situation might have 
been embarrassing to one person and funny to 
others. Explore positive and negative reactions to 
these situations and possible solutions.

Look at the first page of the book together and ask 
why the storyteller thinks it’s important to “keep your 
cool” and whether the student agrees. Look through 
the rest of the book and make sure that the student 
understands where each situation takes place and 
why it could be embarrassing, drawing attention to 
the structure of the text on each page.

Conferencing
Check how well the student reads
When you are conferencing, the student reads all or part of 
the book to you. Then:
• praise, pause, and prompt appropriately;
• check for accuracy (by counting mistakes) and fluency;
• check for understanding by using one or more of the 

following methods:
 −asking the comprehension questions provided and any 
others that seem necessary;
 −asking the student to retell the story in their own words;
 −asking questions about and discussing aspcts of the 
story, such as the theme, plot, main ideas, sequence 
and characters;
 −encouraging the student to confirm the predictions they 
made during the orientation.

Decide what the student does next
Next recommend that the student:
• practices some more on the same book, with or without 

the audio;
• completes one of the activities provided that is related to 

the book;
• practices with another book from the same level; or
• is assessed for promotion to the next level.

Comprehension questions
1. What are you not recommended to do when 

buying acne cream?

2. What are you recommended to do when your mom 
talks in a loud voice about the coupon saver for 
toilet tissue?

3. What are you recommended to do when you want 
the girls at the basketball court to notice you?

4. Why might you be recommended to not say 
anything when you come out of the dentist’s?

5. Why might you be embarrassed when you’re at 
a restaurant and your little sister makes cat and 
dog noises?

Answers to the Comprehension questions
1. You should not change your order.
2. Accept either of the following: you should change the 

subject quickly; remind her you need more ice cream.
3. Accept any of the following: you should try something 

simple, such as some lay-ups; do some moves you 
know you’re good at; sit near the girls for a rest.

4. Answers will vary.
5. Answers will vary.

Supporting English Language 
Learners
The following are suggestions for optional lessons to take 
with your English language learners. See the overview chart 
in the Program Guide for a summary of the text features of 
this book.

Purpose
Responding orally to texts by restating facts and 
details to clarify ideas

Introduce the concept and practice
Reading texts that reflect the student’s own 
experiences enables them to gain enjoyment and  
to understand themselves and others.

When the student is familiar with the book, ask them 
to recall the situations and solutions in the text. 
Together, talk about alternative ways of dealing with 
each problem. Ask the student what they would have 
done in a similar situation.

Brainstorm other difficult social situations and 
discuss ways to react. Ask the student to choose 
and write about one of these situations, following  
the structure in the book.
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Name: ..............................................................................................................................  Date: ..............................................

Introduction:  When something really embarrassing happens, you might wish the ground would swallow you up! 
Learn how to keep your cool, whatever the situation.

Accuracy Chart (Exact word replacement only)

Words Entered Score Level

More than 11 correct Independent

10 or 11 correct Instructional

Fewer than 10 correct Frustration

Errors

M  S

Whatever the situation, follow the tips in this book to 

keep your cool no matter what people do to you – or what 

you do to yourself! At the Drug Store _______  waiting 

at the counter _______ buy some acne cream, _______ 

a girl from school _______ up to serve you. What Do 

You Do? Not recommended: _______ to change your 

_______ on the spur of _______ moment.  (You’ll end 

up _______ that you want a _______ hair rinse for your 

_____________, and then you’ll blush _______ your 

spots will light _______ like neon.) Recommended: 

Just _______ the acne cream and _______ it in your 

bag. _______ you’re cool about  it, _______ cares?  At 

the Supermarket _______ shopping with your mom, 

_______ she starts talking in _______ loud voice about 

the _______ saver for toilet tissue. (___________ moms 

are determined to _______ a quarter, and  they _______ 

put personal pride and _______ honor at risk to _______ 

this.)  

Cloze Activity Stage 5

Errors
M = Meaning (makes sense)          S = Syntax (sounds right)          

Heard     Seen     Unseen 

Comments:
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Whatever the situation, follow these tips to keep your cool.  
At the drug store: You’re waiting to buy acne cream, and a girl from  
school serves you. Don’t try to change your order, just buy the cream  
and put it in your bag. You’re at the supermarket.

Your mom starts talking loudly about the coupon saver for toilet  
tissue. Don’t tell her to talk quietly, just change the subject as quickly  
as possible. At a restaurant: Your little sister starts making animal  
noises. Don’t pretend your sister’s not with you.

Just keep her mouth full by giving her more food. At the gas station:  
Your brother picks you up, and he bunny hops right up to a group of  
kids from school. Don’t say that the transmission is stuck. Just start  
checking your homework. You’re at the dentist.

You come out with your lips like rubber and no control of your tongue.  
A kid in the waiting room is staring at you. Don’t try saying something  
cool, just nod your head as coolly as you can. At home: Your sister  
and her friends are watching music videos.  

You want to watch your favorite TV program. Don’t make rude  
comments about their singing. Suggest that if they let you watch  
your program, you’ll order pizza. At the basketball court, you’re  
practicing shots.

Some girls from school are watching some other guys play. Don’t run toward 
the hoop, dribbling the ball in a figure of eight around your legs. Try some lay-
ups, then take your ball and sit near the girls for a rest. Everyone has a bad 
day sometimes. The important thing is keeping your cool – no matter what!

Text-Sequencing Activity Stage 5
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s m s h o p p i n g y o u r r g

i t o a n x i o u s p f u n e r

t a h m h a s p f f i t o s s a

u l o f e a s r r a e n g u t n

a k m m r n u a i v v e o d a d

t i e u s o t c e o e b o d u m

i n w s e m m t n r r r d e r o

o g o i r o o i d i y o t n a t

n n r c v u t c s t o t o l n h

l o k o e t h i s e n h w y t e

e t s c v h e n d h e e a t m r

a i o o o e r g l a o r r h a e

v c m u a o r a n d y w d e k y

e e e t t p l r u n n i n g e e

r e c o m m e n d e d t h i n g

p e r s o n a l r b a s k e t s

Words  
to find:

Words can 
be found 
in these 
directions:

The letter in 
each square 
can only be 
used in one 
word.

and
anxious
as
at
baskets
brother
cool
day
everyone

eye
favorite
friends
from
fun
good
grandmother
has
homework

in
leave
make
moment
mouth
music
notice
other
out

over
personal
practicing
recommended
restaurant
running
serve
shopping
show

situation
some
suddenly
talking
the
thing
to
toward
your

Use the letters that are left to make the word that tells what color hair rinse you 

might end up saying you want for your grandmother. ..............................................................................

Word Search Activity Stage 5

Name: ..............................................................................................................................  Date: ..............................................
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Board Game Activity Stage 5

You’re 
waiting to 

buy some acne 
cream, and a girl 
from school serves 
you. Go back to 1.

Buy the acne 
cream and 

put it in your bag. 
If you’re cool about 
it, who cares? Go 
on to 10.

At the 
supermarket, 

your mom talks 
loudly about 
coupon savers 
for toilet tissue. 
Miss a turn.

Change 
the subject 

quickly from toilet 
tissue. Spin again. 
Go forward that 
number.

In a 
restaurant, 

your little sister 
starts making cat 
and dog noises. 
Go back three 
spaces.

Keep your 
little sister’s 

mouth full by 
giving her more 
food. Spin again. If 
you spin a 2 or 3, 
go on to 23.

After the 
dentist, your 

face is full of shots 
and your lips are 
like rubber. Spin 
again. Go back 
that number.

Walk coolly 
past the 

kid in the waiting 
room and nod your 
head. Go forward 
two spaces.

Remember, 
everyone 

has a bad day 
sometimes. Name 
two numbers. If 
you spin one of 
them, go back that 
number.

START
Whatever 
the situation, 
follow these 
tips to keep 
your cool.

¬¬ Spin the numbered spinner.

¬¬ The highest number starts.

¬¬ You need to spin the exact 
number to move onto the 
END square.

2 3

4

5

6

7

8

91011121314

15

16

17

18

19 20

2728

29

30

21 22

23

24

25

26

1

END
The important thing is keeping your 
cool – no matter what!
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Think of four different situations in which you might need to keep your cool.  
Describe the situation, what not to do, and the recommended action.

Write one or two sentences beside each heading.REMEMBER

Write on the back of this page if you need more space.

Writing Activity Stage 5

Name: ..............................................................................................................................  Date: ..............................................

Situation:

Not Recommended:

Recommended:

Situation:

Not Recommended:

Recommended:

Situation:

Not Recommended:

Recommended:

Situation:

Not Recommended:

Recommended:

Tips for Keeping Your Cool:


