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Orientation and Conferencing Plan Stage 5

Orientation
Ensure that you have read about using the plan in the 
Program Guide.

Book summary
Read the following summary to the student.

Gregory can juggle three different things at once. 
He juggles to entertain people. Sometimes, he even 
juggles to improve his spelling! Jane Buxton talks to 
Gregory about his circus skills.

Introduction
Foster interest and activate the student’s background 
knowledge. Be concise – focus on motivating and involving 
the student. Encourage prediction by using the text 
and illustrations on the cover of the book. Discuss new 
vocabulary and remind the student to use the glossary 
(when applicable). Also remind the student to ask him/
herself questions before, during and after the reading.

Talk about being so enthusiastic about something 
that all you want to do is learn more about it and 
practice it. Is there anything that makes the student 
feel this way? Look through the book together and 
discuss what Gregory does and why. Discuss setting 
goals and how to achieve them. 

Point out the name on the cover, Lamron, and look 
at page 5, where the boy’s stage name is explained. 
Talk about changing around the letters in a word to 
make a new word, giving some simple examples, 
such as tap/pat and rat/art/tar. 

Conferencing
Check how well the student reads
When you are conferencing, the student reads all or part of 
the book to you. Then:
• praise, pause, and prompt appropriately;
• check for accuracy (by counting mistakes) and fluency;
• check for understanding by using one or more of the 

following methods:
 −asking the comprehension questions provided and any 
others that seem necessary;
 −asking the student to retell the story in their own words;
 −asking questions about and discussing aspcts of the 
story, such as the theme, plot, main ideas, sequence 
and characters;
 −encouraging the student to confirm the predictions they 
made during the orientation.

Decide what the student does next
Next recommend that the student:
• practices some more on the same book, with or without 

the audio;
• completes one of the activities provided that is related to 

the book;
• practices with another book from the same level; or
• is assessed for promotion to the next level.

Comprehension questions
1. What are some of Gregory’s unusual hobbies?

2.  Why is most of Gregory’s equipment homemade?

3.  What advice does Gregory have for people 
interested in performing?

4.  Why do you think Gregory is such a successful 
performer?

5.  What other skills might be useful for a performer 
at a first-grader’s party?

Answers to the Comprehension questions
1. Accept any of the following: juggling; balancing; stilt 

walking; squeezing through a coat hanger.
2. Because performance equipment is expensive to buy.
3. Accept any of the following: juggle over the bed; watch 

other performers; keep trying; don’t give up.
4.  Answers will vary.
5.  Answers will vary.

Supporting English Language 
Learners
The following are suggestions for optional lessons to take 
with your English language learners. See the overview chart 
in the Program Guide for a summary of the text features of 
this book.

Purpose
Reading texts aloud with the correct pacing, 
intonation, and expression

Introduce the concept and practice
Reading aloud gives a good indication of the 
student’s fluency. Their expression and tone should 
vary as they read the text.

Discuss the techniques used when reading aloud 
(expression, changing speed, pausing, and reading 
the punctuation and text for clues as to how it should 
be read). Direct the student to page 5: “Gregory, this 
is not normal behavior!” Explain that the exclamation 
point means the whole sentence is said with 
expression. Look through the rest of the text, noting 
where the exclamation points are and discussing 
how these sentences are given emphasis on the 
audio. Ask the student to read the sentences in the 
same way as they heard them on the audio.

Ensure that the student knows the meaning of 
difficult vocabulary and is familiar and comfortable 
with the text, then ask them to read it aloud.
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Name: ..............................................................................................................................  Date: ..............................................

Introduction:  Gregory can juggle three different things at once. He juggles to entertain people. Sometimes,  
he even juggles to improve his spelling! Jane Buxton talks to Gregory about his circus skills.

Accuracy Chart (Exact word replacement only)

Words Entered Score Level

More than 11 correct Independent

10 or 11 correct Instructional

Fewer than 10 correct Frustration

Errors

M  S

My name is Gregory Price, and I have some unusual 

hobbies! When I was 10, Dad _______ me how to juggle. 

_______ watched a street performer _______ The Skinny 

German Juggler Boy, _______ that’s when I _______ that 

I wanted to _______ a performing artist. I _______ lots of 

new skills _______ watching The Skinny German Juggler 

Boy _______ other performers. I _______ read all the 

books _______ the city library about _______, jugglers, 

and circuses, and _______ practiced hard. I can _______ 

juggle three different things _______, such as  

a basketball, _______ egg, and a tennis _______! I can 

also juggle _______ apple and two oranges. _______ time 

the apple comes _______, I take a bite! _______ have 

other skills too, _______ balancing on a board _______ 

top of a basketball _______ I juggle four balls. _______ 

can also squeeze through a coat hanger!  

Cloze Activity Stage 5

Errors
M = Meaning (makes sense)          S = Syntax (sounds right)          

Heard     Seen     Unseen 

Comments:
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My name is Gregory Price, and I have some unusual hobbies! When I was 
10, Dad showed me how to juggle. I watched a street performer named  
The Skinny German Juggler Boy, and I decided that I wanted to be a 
performing artist. I learned new skills by watching other performers. 

I also read books about performers, and I practiced hard. I can now juggle 
three different things together. I can also balance on a board on top of a 
basketball while I juggle. I can squeeze through a coat hanger! Stilt walking 
is another thing I can do. I’ve chosen Lamron as my stage name.

Lamron is “normal” spelled backward. Mom says, “Gregory, this is not 
normal behavior!” whenever she sees me doing a new trick. Most of my 
equipment is homemade because performance equipment is expensive.  
I love performing for an audience. I perform at birthday parties.
 
I also perform at fairs and other community events. Before a performance,  
I make sure I have lots of good food and sleep. I might have an accident if I’m 
tired. Recently, I won a national competition, which meant I could perform at 
the premiere of the Great China Circus. The performers there were amazing.

After working with these performers, I really want to join a circus,  
but I know that I have to wait. Right now, I’m still in school. I learn best 
when I move around. My teacher lets me stand while I do math. If you’re 
interested in performing, a good skill to start with is juggling. 

Stand in your bedroom and juggle apples over your bed. That way, you  
won’t have to bend so far to pick them up! It’s good to watch other 
performers and to learn from what they do. I’ve learned that if you keep 
practicing and you’re determined, you can do anything.

Text-Sequencing Activity Stage 5



Lamron 
Performing 
Artist

© 2015 Rainbow Reading Programme Ltd. Distributed exclusively under licence in the USA by Okapi Educational Publishing, Inc. (www.myokapi.com)

u n u s u a l w h e n e v e r w

j d w a t c h i n g r e a l l y

u d e e t h r o u g h w i t h t

g i t c l a n y t h i n g d s r

g f o p i o h o w r m y b e o a

l f g l a d u o l d u o e t m m

e e e a l m e d o f e n c e e p

a r t t t t o d f e e l a r t o

l e h f h c s a f e l y u m i l

i n e o o h o t r i c k s i m i

b t r r u b a u w h e n e n e n

r m p m g i y v l w o r k e s e

a a a a h n s o e d b u t d u p

r d i n p e r f o r m e r s i f

y e r e x p e n s i v e t h e m

b a l a n c i n g s a r o u n d

Words  
to find:

Words can 
be found 
in these 
directions:

The letter in 
each square 
can only be 
used in one 
word.

although
an
anything
around
balancing
because
but
by
could
decided

determined
different
expensive
feel
have
how
if
in
juggle

library
loud
made
my
of
old
pair
performers
platform

really
run
safely
so
sometimes
them
through
to
together

trampoline
trick
unusual
up
watching
when
whenever
with
work

Use the letters that are left to make the word that tells how Gregory feels when he 
wears stilts and has long legs.  ...................................................................................................................................

Word Search Activity Stage 5

Name: ..............................................................................................................................  Date: ..............................................
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Board Game Activity Stage 5

Your dad 
showed you 

how to juggle. Go  
forward four 
spaces.

You learned 
new skills by 

watching a street 
performer. Name 
two numbers. If 
you spin one of 
them, go on to 10.

You can 
juggle three 

different things 
together and can 
balance on a ball 
and juggle. Go on 
to 18.

You can 
also walk on 

stilts. Spin again. 
Go forward that 
number.

You’ve 
chosen 

the stage name 
Lamron, which is 
“normal” spelled 
backward. Spin 
again. Go back 
that number.

Your 
equipment 

is homemade 
because buying it 
is expensive. Go 
back to 16.

You recently 
won a  

national 
competition. Spin 
again. If you spin 
a 1 or 2, go on 
to 28.

You perform 
at birthday 

parties, fairs, and 
other community 
events. Go back 
two spaces.

You really 
want to join 

a circus, but you 
have to wait. Miss 
a turn.

START
When you were 
10, you watched 
a street performer 
and decided 
to become 
a performing 
artist.

¬¬ Spin the numbered spinner.

¬¬ The highest number starts.

¬¬ You need to spin the exact 
number to move onto the 
END square.

2 3

4

5

6

7

8

91011121314

15

16

17

18

19 20

2728

29

30

21 22

23

24

25

26

1

END
You’ve learned that if you keep practicing 
and are determined, you can do anything.
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Think about a hobby that you have or would like to have. Where would you like it to 
take you? Write your plan below.

Write at least two paragraphs. The first paragraph should 
describe the hobby, and the second should describe your plan.REMEMBER

Write on the back of this page if you need more space.

Writing Activity Stage 5

Name: ..............................................................................................................................  Date: ..............................................

Hobby:


