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Orientation and Conferencing Plan Stage 5

Orientation
Ensure that you have read about using the plan in the 
Program Guide.

Book summary
Read the following summary to the student.

It’s a bird, it’s a plane … no, it’s a pterosaur – the 
largest flying animal that ever existed.

Introduction
Foster interest and activate the student’s background 
knowledge. Be concise – focus on motivating and involving 
the student. Encourage prediction by using the text 
and illustrations on the cover of the book. Discuss new 
vocabulary and remind the student to use the glossary 
(when applicable). Also remind the student to ask him/
herself questions before, during and after the reading.

Ask the student what they know about pterosaurs, 
ensuring they know they were a kind of dinosaur.  
Use the challenging vocabulary from the text in 
your discussion and make sure that the student 
understands the specialized vocabulary (pterosaur, 
Mesozoic period, wingspan, albatross, predators, 
pelican, fossil, mammals, scavenged, air sacs, crest, 
outstretched) and the comparisons made. 

Discuss fossil evidence and how scientists use it to 
find out about creatures that lived long ago. Have a 
map available to locate the countries mentioned in  
the text.

Conferencing
Check how well the student reads
When you are conferencing, the student reads all or part of 
the book to you. Then:
• praise, pause, and prompt appropriately;
• check for accuracy (by counting mistakes) and fluency;
• check for understanding by using one or more of the 

following methods:
 −asking the comprehension questions provided and any 
others that seem necessary;
 −asking the student to retell the story in their own words;
 −asking questions about and discussing aspcts of the 
story, such as the theme, plot, main ideas, sequence 
and characters;
 −encouraging the student to confirm the predictions they 
made during the orientation.

Decide what the student does next
Next recommend that the student:
• practices some more on the same book, with or without 

the audio;
• completes one of the activities provided that is related to 

the book;
• practices with another book from the same level; or
• is assessed for promotion to the next level.

Comprehension questions
1. What were pterosaurs related to?

2. How big were pterosaurs?

3. How is it we know so much about pterosaurs?

4. How might scientists know what pterosaurs ate?

5. What questions might scientists still have  
about pterosaurs?

Answers to the Comprehension questions
1. Dinosaurs.
2. Accept any of the following: some were enormous (they 

had a wingspan wider than an F-16 fighter-bomber; they 
were as wide as a house; they were four times the size 
of an albatross); some were quite small (the size  
of a sparrow).

3. Scientists have studied pterosaur fossils.
4. Answers will vary.
5. Answers will vary.

Supporting English Language 
Learners
The following are suggestions for optional lessons to take 
with your English language learners. See the overview chart 
in the Program Guide for a summary of the text features of 
this book.

Purpose
Writing legible, simple sentences that respond  
to topics from the language arts and other  
content areas

Introduce the concept and practice
Processing and manipulating information allows the 
student to demonstrate their new learning.

When the student is familiar with the book, ask them 
to recall any new information they learned. Provide 
them with slips of paper and ask them to write a 
piece of information about pterosaurs on each one. 
Encourage them to use their own words rather than 
copying from the book.

Once the student has written as many facts as they 
can, allow them to refer to the book and to write the 
information they have forgotten on further slips. Ask 
them to write these in a different color so that it’s 
clear which ones were completed with the support of 
the text.

Display the information under the heading Pterosaurs. 
Use the chart to stimulate discussion or questions.
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Name: ..............................................................................................................................  Date: ..............................................

Introduction: It’s a bird, it’s a plane … no, it’s a pterosaur – the largest flying animal that ever existed.

Accuracy Chart (Exact word replacement only)

Words Entered Score Level

More than 11 correct Independent

10 or 11 correct Instructional

Fewer than 10 correct Frustration

Errors

M  S

Flying Animals It’s a bird, it’s a plane … no, it’s a 

pterosaur! Pterosaurs were the first _______ animals with 

backbones. They _______ long before the first _______ 

or bats. Like their _______ the dinosaurs, pterosaurs 

were _______ all around Earth millions _______ years 

ago. The time _______ they were living is _______ the 

Mesozoic Period or _______ Age of Reptiles. Masters of 

the Air _______ biggest pterosaur had _______ wingspan 

wider than _______ F-16 fighter-bomber. The _______ 

of an albatross, which is _______ widest wingspan of 

all _______ birds, wouldn’t even come _______ to a 

large pterosaur’s. _______ largest pterosaur’s wingspan 

was _______ times wider than the _______ between an 

albatross’s wingtips. _______ some pterosaurs were 

enormous, _______ were quite small. The _______ 

pterosaur was about the _______ of a sparrow! Even 

_______ largest pterosaurs had to _______ out for 

predators, which would steal and eat their eggs. 

Cloze Activity Stage 5

Errors
M = Meaning (makes sense)          S = Syntax (sounds right)          

Heard     Seen     Unseen 

Comments:
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Pterosaurs were the first flying animals that had backbones. They flew  
long before the first birds or bats. Like their cousins, the dinosaurs, 
pterosaurs were found all around Earth millions of years ago. Although 
some pterosaurs were enormous, others were quite small. 
 
The smallest pterosaur was about the size of a sparrow! Even the largest 
pterosaurs had to watch out for predators. The first pterosaur fossil was 
discovered in Germany during the late 1700s. Over the last 30 years, many 
more pterosaur fossils have been found.
 
From these fossils, scientists have learned that a pterosaur’s body was 
covered in fur and they were probably warm-blooded. Scientists also think 
that pterosaurs were able to glide for hours, searching for food. There were 
at least 120 kinds of pterosaurs that we know of. 
 
Nineteen new species were recently discovered. From these, scientists 
were able to figure out what pterosaurs looked like. Scientists think that 
pterosaurs had relatively small bodies, large brains, and good eyesight.  
The pterosaur had a bony crest at the top of its head.
 
This crest may have helped with steering when they flew. Even though their 
outstretched wings were almost as wide as a house, pterosaurs were very 
light. At the end of each “arm,” a pterosaur had three long fingers and one 
short finger. A pterosaur’s wings had a thin layer of skin.
 
Although scientists have learned a lot about pterosaurs, there’s still a lot 
that they don’t know. Some scientists in the United States have managed 
to build a life-sized model of a pterosaur. This may help scientists to answer 
questions and uncover exciting new information.

Text-Sequencing Activity Stage 5
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a m d i n o s a u r s w f i t c

n i e n o r m o u s p p h t o r

i l d l b e l i e v e t l a s e

m l i a m f l y i n g e e s t a

a i s r f o w a t c h r a c s t

l o c g i a r o w s f o r i u u

s n o e n b f e a i o s n e r r

p s v s g o o t s z u a e n f e

r m e t e u u h h e n u d t a s

o o r e r t r e w a d r o i c a

b d e n s s t i l l s r f s e l

a e d d q u e s t i o n s t t m

b r a e v i d e n c e r t s o o

l n m a n a g e d b e e n h p s

y t o g e t h e r s m a l l a t

i n f o r m a t i o n b o n y t

Words  
to find:

Words can 
be found 
in these 
directions:

The letter in 
each square 
can only be 
used in one 
word.

about
bony
enormous
found
learned
of
size
the
watch

almost
creatures
evidence
four
managed
probably
small
to
what

animals
dinosaurs
fingers
has
millions
pterosaur
still
together

been
discovered
fit
information
modern
questions
surface
top

believe
end
flying
largest
more
scientists
that
was

Use the letters that are left to make the word that tells what animal the smallest 

pterosaur was the same size as.  ..............................................................................................................................

Word Search Activity Stage 5

Name: ..............................................................................................................................  Date: ..............................................
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Board Game Activity Stage 5

Pterosaurs 
were found 

all around Earth 
millions of years 
ago. Go on to 6.

Some 
pterosaurs 

were enormous. 
Others were quite 
small. Miss a turn.

The first 
pterosaur 

fossil was 
discovered in 
Germany in the 
1700s. Go forward 
three spaces.

A pterosaur’s 
body was 

covered in fur. Spin 
again. Go back 
that number.

Pterosaurs 
were able 

to glide for hours, 
searching for 
food. Spin again. 
Go forward that 
number.

Pterosaurs 
caught food 

from the ocean 
and ate insects 
and dead animals 
on land. Go back 
to 20.

There were 
at least 

120 kinds of 
pterosaurs. Name 
two numbers. If you 
spin one of them, 
go on to 25.

Pterosaurs 
had small 

bodies, large 
brains, and good 
eyesight. Spin 
again. If you spin a 
5 or 6, go on to 30.

When 
pterosaurs 

spread their wings, 
the wind could pick 
them up. Go back 
three spaces.

START
Pterosaurs 
were the first 
flying animals 
that had 
backbones.

¬¬ Spin the numbered spinner.

¬¬ The highest number starts.

¬¬ You need to spin the exact 
number to move onto the 
END square.

2 3

4

5

6

7

8

91011121314

15

16

17

18

19 20

2728

29

30

21 22

23

24

25

26

1

END
Scientists have learned a lot about 
pterosaurs, but there’s still a lot that 
they don’t know.
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Draw a diagram of a pterosaur. Clearly label the different body parts.

Underneath the diagram, write one or two sentences 
describing each body part.REMEMBER

Write on the back of this page if you need more space.

Writing Activity Stage 5

Name: ..............................................................................................................................  Date: ..............................................
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