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Orientation and Conferencing Plan Stage 5

Orientation
Ensure that you have read about using the plan in the 
Program Guide.

Book summary
Read the following summary to the student.

A group of teenagers has gone missing in the 
mountains. They have very little food, water, or warm 
clothing, and it’s starting to get dark. Search-and-
rescue teams and a TV reporter are at the scene. 
Will the group be found in time?

Introduction
Foster interest and activate the student’s background 
knowledge. Be concise – focus on motivating and involving 
the student. Encourage prediction by using the text 
and illustrations on the cover of the book. Discuss new 
vocabulary and remind the student to use the glossary 
(when applicable). Also remind the student to ask him/
herself questions before, during and after the reading.

Ask the student if they have ever been lost and, 
if so, how they were found, how they felt, and how 
their family felt while they were missing. Explain that 
this book focuses on a group of teenagers who are 
missing in the mountains and discuss the dangers of 
being in the mountains unprepared. 

Draw attention to the way the book has been written 
as a news broadcast interspersed with interviews, 
which means there are no attributions, such as “he 
said” or “she said,” that explain who is speaking. 
Look through each page together to identify who  
is speaking.

Conferencing
Check how well the student reads
When you are conferencing, the student reads all or part of 
the book to you. Then:
• praise, pause, and prompt appropriately;
• check for accuracy (by counting mistakes) and fluency;
• check for understanding by using one or more of the 

following methods:
 −asking the comprehension questions provided and any 
others that seem necessary;
 −asking the student to retell the story in their own words;
 −asking questions about and discussing aspcts of the 
story, such as the theme, plot, main ideas, sequence 
and characters;
 −encouraging the student to confirm the predictions they 
made during the orientation.

Decide what the student does next
Next recommend that the student:
• practices some more on the same book, with or without 

the audio;
• completes one of the activities provided that is related to 

the book;
• practices with another book from the same level; or
• is assessed for promotion to the next level.

Comprehension questions
1. How did the group of teenagers get lost?

2. Why does the search leader believe the missing 
group needs to be found as quickly as possible?

3. How did Rebekah feel when she was found?

4. How could the group have avoided getting lost?

5. If the teacher had been interviewed, what might 
he or she have said? 

Answers to the Comprehension questions
1. They went to investigate a small stream and  

didn’t return. 
2. Because they have very little food, water, or warm 

clothing with them.
3. Accept any of the following: cold; wet; really tired;  

very relieved.
4. Answers will vary.
5. Answers will vary.

Supporting English Language 
Learners
The following are suggestions for optional lessons to take 
with your English language learners. See the overview chart 
in the Program Guide for a summary of the text features of 
this book.

Purpose
Identifying the basic sequence of events in stories, 
using keywords or visual representations such as  
storyboards

Introduce the concept and practice
By identifying and sequencing the main events in the 
text, the student demonstrates their understanding 
of the plot.

When the student is familiar with the book, ask them 
to retell the story in their own words, identifying the 
main events. Write each of the main events on a 
slip of paper. (Encourage the student to use their 
own words rather than copying from the text.) Next, 
ask the student to sequence the events in the order 
that they occur in the text and to draw a picture that 
illustrates each main event on another slip.

Shuffle the slips and ask the student to resequence 
them, retelling the story as they place each slip in its 
correct position.

As an extension, ask the student to write a simple 
sentence that sums up each slip or illustration. 
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Name: ..............................................................................................................................  Date: ..............................................

Introduction:  A group of teenagers has gone missing in the mountains. They have very little food, water, or warm 
clothing, and it’s starting to get dark. Search-and-rescue teams and a TV reporter are at the scene. 
Will the group be found in time?

Accuracy Chart (Exact word replacement only)

Words Entered Score Level

More than 11 correct Independent

10 or 11 correct Instructional

Fewer than 10 correct Frustration

Errors

M  S

“Leading tonight’s news, a group of teenagers is missing 

after becoming separated from their classmates on 

a one-day hike in the Greenville Mountains. The five 

teenagers are unprepared _______ a night in the _______, 

and fears for their _______ are increasing as it _______ 

to get dark and heavy _______ begins to fall. Search 

_______ are now in the _______, and rescue efforts 

began _______ hours ago. Our reporter Liz Wood _______ 

on the scene. Liz, _______ you tell us _______ going 

on?” “Yes, good _______. It seems that the _______ of 

teenagers became separated _______ the party when 

they _______ for a lunch break _______ after noon today. 

The _______ who are now missing _______ to look for 

a small _______ nearby. When they didn’t _______, the 

main party searched _______ them without success, 

then _______ out to raise the _______. Helicopters 

immediately flew into _______ area, but no sightings 

_______ the group have been made so far.”

Cloze Activity Stage 5

Errors
M = Meaning (makes sense)          S = Syntax (sounds right)          

Heard     Seen     Unseen 

Comments:
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“Leading tonight’s news, a group of teenagers is missing after becoming 
separated from classmates on a one-day hike in the Greenville Mountains. 
The five teenagers are unprepared for a night in the mountains.  
Our reporter Liz Wood will tell us what’s going on.”
 
“Yes, good evening. Fears for the teenagers’ safety are increasing as  
it starts to get dark and heavy rain has begun to fall. Search-and-rescue 
teams are now in the area, and rescue efforts began four hours ago.  
The search leader, Mr. Bill Wilson, will explain what is happening.”
 

“Well, Liz, so far, no sightings of the group have been made. My search-and-
rescue workers are preparing themselves for what is going to be a very cold 
night in the mountains. Any attempts to search tonight will be very difficult.  

 
Liz, we have four teams on the ground that have begun the search. 
However, there isn’t much daylight left, and the ground is very rough.  
We understand that the group has very little food, water, or warm clothing 
with them, and so they need to found as quickly as possible.”
 
“Thank you, Mr. Wilson. Behind me, the families of the missing teenagers 
have gathered here at the search base to await any news. For those 
viewers who have just joined us, concerns are growing over the fate of five 
teenagers who are missing in … Hold on, I’ve just heard a cheer.
 
Something’s happening! The search leader’s come out of the tent, and he’s 
talking to the parents. They’ve been found – the five missing teenagers 
have been found! Well, that’s a happy ending for this report. From the 
Greenville Mountains, this is Liz Wood reporting. Goodnight.”

Text-Sequencing Activity Stage 5
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m e s e a r c h e d f o u n d u

i v s f s t u d e n t s d o a n

s e m m o e x p e c t e d t m d

s n o d a o s p e c i a l e o e

i i u a o l d g r o u p r a u r

n n n y r s l w i s h w a c n s

g g t h a p p e n e d e i h t t

r t a h f r i e n d s a n e c a

e r i a f t o d a y o t i r i n

l e n p e u s t w a n h n w r d

i p s p a c a n i i e e g a c h

e o f y r w h o m m t r a r l e

v r f i a m w e t e e h s m e l

e t o s v n c l o t h i n g s p

d r r o e e d d i f f i c u l t

h e l i c o p t e r s a l a r m

Words  
to find:

Words can 
be found 
in these 
directions:

The letter in 
each square 
can only be 
used in one 
word.

alarm
circles
evening
for
happy
mountains
report
students
us
wish

amount
clothing
expected
found
helipcopters
one
searched
teacher
warm
with

and
day
fear
friends
help
or
small
time
weather

as
difficult
five
group
me
raining
so
today
wet

can
do
food
happened
missing
relieved
special
understand
who

Use the letters that are left to make the word that tells what the group of missing 

teenagers had been looking for when they went missing.  ..................................................................

Word Search Activity Stage 5

Name: ..............................................................................................................................  Date: ..............................................
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Board Game Activity Stage 5

The five 
teenagers 

are unprepared 
for a night in the 
mountains. Miss 
a turn.

Search-and-
rescue teams 

are now in the 
area. Spin again. 
Go forward that 
number.

The group 
became 

separated during a 
lunch break. Name 
two numbers. If you 
spin one of them, 
go back to 2.

Rescue 
workers are 

preparing for a very 
cold night in the 
mountains. Spin 
again. Go back  
that number.

A search 
tonight will 

be difficult as it’s 
nearly dark and 
the ground’s rough. 
Miss a turn.

The missing 
group has 

very little food, 
water, or warm 
clothing. Go back 
to 12.

The father 
of one of 

the girls is hopeful 
they’ll be found 
soon. Go on to 22.

The students 
are very 

concerned for their 
missing friends. 
Spin again. If you 
spin a 2 or 3, go on 
to 27.

The five 
missing 

teenagers have 
been found! Go 
forward three 
spaces. 

START
Leading 
tonight’s news, 
a group of 
teenagers is 
missing in  
the mountains. 

¬¬ Spin the numbered spinner.

¬¬ The highest number starts.

¬¬ You need to spin the exact 
number to move onto the 
END square.

2 3

4

5

6

7

8

91011121314

15

16

17

18

19 20

2728

29

30

21 22

23

24

25

26

1

END
Well, that’s a happy ending for this 
report. Goodnight.
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Write a newspaper report about a group of friends who have gone missing.

Give your report an interesting headline. Include details 
about what happened, where it happened, when it happened, 
who was involved, why the friends were there, and how they 
were rescued. 

REMEMBER

Write on the back of this page if you need more space.

Writing Activity Stage 5

Name: ..............................................................................................................................  Date: ..............................................


