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Orientation and Conferencing Plan Stage 5

Orientation
Ensure that you have read about using the plan in the 
Program Guide.

Book summary
Read the following summary to the student.

Sea horses are unusual creatures. They have armor 
to protect themselves, they can grow extra body 
parts, and the males have the babies!

Introduction
Foster interest and activate the student’s background 
knowledge. Be concise – focus on motivating and involving 
the student. Encourage prediction by using the text 
and illustrations on the cover of the book. Discuss new 
vocabulary and remind the student to use the glossary 
(when applicable). Also remind the student to ask him/
herself questions before, during and after the reading.

Look at the cover of the book together and ask 
whether the student knows what these creatures are 
and whether they have ever seen a live one. If not, 
explain what they are and continue to look through 
the book, discussing the pictures. If they have seen  
a sea horse, discuss where they saw it and what  
it was doing. Discuss aquariums and their  
different purposes.

Ask the student to think of some questions about 
sea horses and to look for the answers as they read 
the book.

Conferencing
Check how well the student reads
When you are conferencing, the student reads all or part of 
the book to you. Then:
• praise, pause, and prompt appropriately;
• check for accuracy (by counting mistakes) and fluency;
• check for understanding by using one or more of the 

following methods:
 −asking the comprehension questions provided and any 
others that seem necessary;
 −asking the student to retell the story in their own words;
 −asking questions about and discussing aspcts of the 
story, such as the theme, plot, main ideas, sequence 
and characters;
 −encouraging the student to confirm the predictions they 
made during the orientation.

Decide what the student does next
Next recommend that the student:
• practices some more on the same book, with or without 

the audio;
• completes one of the activities provided that is related to 

the book;
• practices with another book from the same level; or
• is assessed for promotion to the next level.

Comprehension questions
1. How do sea horses disguise themselves?

2. How do sea horses manage to search for food 
and watch for predators at the same time?

3. How does a sea horse eat its food? 

4. Why does the girl in the book say she doesn’t 
think sea horses are like monsters?

5. Why might only one or two baby sea horses 
survive from many eggs?

Answers to the Comprehension questions
1.  Accept any of the following: they change color to match 

where they live; they grow extra body parts to make 
them look like seaweed or coral; they join together to 
look bigger.

2. They can move their eyes in different directions.
3. It pushes its lips out, then sucks up its prey like a 

vacuum cleaner with a special straw-like tube inside its 
long snout.

4. Answers will vary.
5. Answers will vary.

Supporting English Language 
Learners
The following are suggestions for optional lessons to take 
with your English language learners. See the overview chart 
in the Program Guide for a summary of the text features of 
this book.

Purpose
Responding orally to texts from the content areas  
by restating facts and details to clarify ideas 

Introduce the concept and practice
By retelling the facts in the text, the student 
demonstrates their comprehension.

When the student is familiar with the text, give them 
five cards with the headings: Why are they called sea 
horses?, How do sea horses move?, Where do sea 
horses live?, How do sea horses breed?, and How do 
sea horses feed? Ask them to reread the book once 
more to look for the answers to these questions.

When they have finished, ask the student to choose 
a question and to tell in their own words the answer. 
Ensure that the student has a good understanding of 
the information.

Ask the student to write a simple answer on each 
card to answer the question.



Sea Horses

© 2015 Rainbow Reading Programme Ltd. Distributed exclusively under licence in the USA by Okapi Educational Publishing, Inc. (www.myokapi.com)

Name: ..............................................................................................................................  Date: ..............................................

Introduction:  Sea horses are unusual creatures. They have armor to protect themselves, they can grow extra body 
parts, and the males have the babies!

Accuracy Chart (Exact word replacement only)

Words Entered Score Level

More than 11 correct Independent

10 or 11 correct Instructional

Fewer than 10 correct Frustration

Errors

M  S

Discovering Sea Horses I first discovered sea horses last 

summer, by accident. I was visiting the _______ aquarium 

in a nearby _______ when I came across _______ funny 

creatures bouncing up _______ down in their tank. 

_______ stood watching them for _______. They were 

so different _______ anything I’d seen before. _______ 

longer I watched, the _______ curious I became, and 

_______ I had all these _______ swimming around in my 

_______. Why Are They Called Sea Horses? Scientists call 

sea horses “hippocampus,” _______ means “horse sea 

_______.” I don’t think they’re _______ monsters at all, 

although _______ guess their head does _______ a little 

like a _______ head. They have large, _______ eyes that 

can swivel _______ and a very long _______ or nose. Sea 

horses _______ actually very small fish _______ live in 

salt water _______ breathe through gills. There _______ 

more than twenty different species, and they’re related to 

pipe fish and sea dragons.

Cloze Activity Stage 5

Errors
M = Meaning (makes sense)          S = Syntax (sounds right)          

Heard     Seen     Unseen 

Comments:
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Scientists call sea horses “hippocampus,” which means “horse sea 
monster.” Sea horses are very small fish that live in salt water and breathe 
through gills. There are more than twenty different species. Sea horses 
have a protective armor on the outside of their body.
 
This bony armor is called an “exoskeleton.” Sea horses swim forward in  
an upright position by using the dorsal fin on their back and their fins above 
their eyes. Sea horses aren’t very good swimmers. They sometimes hold on 
to each other.
 
This is so they aren’t swept away by the water currents. Sea horses live 
in seaweed jungles in shallow and sheltered water. They hang on to the 
weed by wrapping their tails around it. Sea horses are good at disguising 
themselves.
 
They can change color to match where they live. Sea horses can hang on 
to each other’s tails to make predators think they’re much larger. The male 
sea horse becomes pregnant. First the female sea horse lays 200 to 300 
eggs in a pouch in the male’s stomach, where he fertilizes them.
 
There are many eggs, but only one or two baby sea horses survive. Sea 
horses eat small sea creatures. Their food must be alive when they eat it.  
A sea horse focuses its eyes to help find its tiny prey. It can also move its 
eyes in different directions.
 
This allows it to search for food and watch for predators. A sea horse sucks 
up its prey with a special straw-like tube inside its long snout. Sea horses 
have become an endangered species. Marine biologists have set up sea 
horse farms around the world to save sea horses from becoming extinct. 

Text-Sequencing Activity Stage 5
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d i s c o v e r e d u q s e a w

a c d i f f e r e n t u b o s a

q r s w i m m i n g a e i u t t

u e s t l a r g e r r s g t r c

a a p p h h i t v s o t g s o h

r t e r s a f b i o u i e i n i

i u c o w a t y s m n o r d g n

u r i v h s m g i e d n p e e g

m e e i i m e e t t r s t e r s

s s s d c a y a i h o s o a t o

w b u e h l e n n i c h n t h u

i f u p i l s d g n k i i o e n

v o i t g u e s s g s s r n u d

e r n h o r s e s o c e a n t t

l p o s i t i o n p u s h e s o

s k e l e t o n w r a p p i n g

Words  
to find:

Words can 
be found 
in these 
directions:

The letter in 
each square 
can only be 
used in one 
word.

and
by
eyes
if
outside
rocks
snout
swimming
up

aquarium
creatures
for
in
position
same
something
swivel
visiting

around
different
guess
into
provide
sea
sound
that
watching

bigger
discovered
his
larger
pushes
skeleton
species
the
which

but
eat
horses
ocean
question
small
stronger
to
wrapping

Use the letters that are left to make the word that tells what position sea horses 

swim in.  .........................................................................................................................................................................................

Word Search Activity Stage 5

Name: ..............................................................................................................................  Date: ..............................................
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Board Game Activity Stage 5

There are 
more than 

twenty different 
species of sea 
horse. Spin again. 
If you spin a 1 or 2, 
go on to 9.

Sea horses 
have a 

protective armor 
made from bony 
plates. Spin again. 
Go back that 
number.

Sea horses 
swim in an 

upright position. 
They aren’t good 
swimmers. Go back 
to 13.

Sea horses 
live in 

seaweed jungles in 
shallow, sheltered 
water. Spin again. 
Go forward that 
number.

Sea horses 
can change 

color to match 
where they live. Go 
on to 24.

The male 
sea horse 

has the baby sea 
horses. Name two 
numbers. If you 
spin one of them, 
go on to 28.

Sea horses 
eat small sea 

creatures. Go back 
three spaces.

Sea horses 
have become 

an endangered 
species. Miss a turn.

Sea horses 
are very small 

fish that live in salt 
water and breathe 
through gills. Go 
forward three 
spaces.

START
Scientists call 
sea horses 
“hippocampus,” 
which means 
“horse sea 
monster.”

¬¬ Spin the numbered spinner.

¬¬ The highest number starts.

¬¬ You need to spin the exact 
number to move onto the 
END square.

2 3

4

5

6

7

8

91011121314

15

16

17

18

19 20

2728

29

30

21 22

23

24

25

26

1

END
Marine biologists have set up sea 
horse farms around the world. This 
is to save sea horses from becoming 
extinct. 
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Choose another animal that you know well. Write a description of that animal, using 
a simile or metaphor.

A simile uses “like” or “as” and a metaphor uses “is” to 
make a direct comparison.REMEMBER

Write on the back of this page if you need more space.

Writing Activity Stage 5

Name: ..............................................................................................................................  Date: ..............................................


