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Orientation and Conferencing Plan Stage 5

Orientation
Ensure that you have read about using the plan in the 
Program Guide.

Book summary
Read the following summary to the student.

The Statue of Liberty is one of the most famous 
statues in the world. Why and how was it built? The 
answers might surprise you.

Introduction
Foster interest and activate the student’s background 
knowledge. Be concise – focus on motivating and involving 
the student. Encourage prediction by using the text 
and illustrations on the cover of the book. Discuss new 
vocabulary and remind the student to use the glossary 
(when applicable). Also remind the student to ask him/
herself questions before, during and after the reading.

Together, look at the cover of the book and ask 
the student what they know about the Statue of 
Liberty, discussing their experience if they have 
seen or visited the statue. Discuss why she has a 
spiky crown on her head and what the flame she 
is holding might mean. Ask the student to think of 
some questions about the statue and to look for the 
answers as they read the book.

Show the student where New York City is on a map 
and, if possible, locate Liberty Island.

Conferencing
Check how well the student reads
When you are conferencing, the student reads all or part of 
the book to you. Then:
• praise, pause, and prompt appropriately;
• check for accuracy (by counting mistakes) and fluency;
• check for understanding by using one or more of the 

following methods:
 −asking the comprehension questions provided and any 
others that seem necessary;
 −asking the student to retell the story in their own words;
 −asking questions about and discussing aspcts of the 
story, such as the theme, plot, main ideas, sequence 
and characters;
 −encouraging the student to confirm the predictions they 
made during the orientation.

Decide what the student does next
Next recommend that the student:
• practices some more on the same book, with or without 

the audio;
• completes one of the activities provided that is related to 

the book;
• practices with another book from the same level; or
• is assessed for promotion to the next level.

Comprehension questions
1. How long has the Statue of Liberty been 

welcoming people to the United States?

2. Where does the statue stand?

3. What does the statue represent?

4. How might you have felt arriving in the United 
States a hundred years ago and seeing the 
statue? Why?

5. Why do people still visit the Statue of Liberty?

Answers to the Comprehension questions
1. For more than a hundred years.
2. It stands on Liberty Island, in New York harbor. 
3. Accept any of the following: the friendship between the 

United States and France; the American way of life; a 
warm welcome; freedom.

4. Answers will vary.
5. Answers will vary.

Supporting English Language 
Learners
The following are suggestions for optional lessons to take 
with your English language learners. See the overview chart 
in the Program Guide for a summary of the text features of 
this book.

Purpose
Writing legible, simple sentences that respond  
to topics from the language arts and other  
content areas

Introduce the concept and practice
Answering comprehension questions demonstrates 
the student’s ability to locate pertinent information in 
the text.

When the student is familiar with the book, give them 
four cards entitled Who made the statue?, How was 
the statue made?, How did the statue get to the 
United States?, and What does the statue mean? 
Ask them to read the book once more to look for the 
answers to the four questions.

When they have finished, ask the student to show 
you the information in the book that answers each 
question and to explain the information in their 
own words. Ensure that the student has a good 
understanding of the information.

Ask the student to write simple sentences on each 
card to answer the question.
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Name: ..............................................................................................................................  Date: ..............................................

Introduction:  The Statue of Liberty is one of the most famous statues in the world. Why and how was it built?  
The answers might surprise you.

Accuracy Chart (Exact word replacement only)

Words Entered Score Level

More than 11 correct Independent

10 or 11 correct Instructional

Fewer than 10 correct Frustration

Errors

M  S

A Warm Welcome Imagine that you and your family lived 

a hundred years ago. For weeks, you’ve been traveling by 

ship toward the United States, a country that _______ to 

become your new _______. The ship is crowded, _______ 

there have been times _______ you’ve thought that your 

_______ across the Atlantic Ocean _______ never end. Then, 

after _______ nothing but the ocean _______ a very long 

time, _______ tired eyes make out _______ huge statue of a 

_______ dressed in flowing robes _______ wearing a crown 

that _______ seven spikes. In one _______, she’s holding a 

giant _______, and in the other, _______ book. This statue 

is _______ most amazing thing you’ve _______ seen. For 

more than _______ hundred years, the Statue _______ 

Liberty has welcomed immigrants _______ all over the world 

_______ the United States. Who Made the Statue? _______ 

the late 1800s, _______ French politician named Laboulaye 

_______ to build a statue that would symbolize the friendship 

between France and the United States.

Cloze Activity Stage 5

Errors
M = Meaning (makes sense)          S = Syntax (sounds right)          

Heard     Seen     Unseen 

Comments:
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For more than a hundred years, the Statue of Liberty has welcomed 
immigrants to the United States. In the late 1800s, a French politician 
named Laboulaye decided to build a statue that would symbolize the 
friendship between France and the United States.  

Laboulaye asked a French sculptor named Bartholdi to make the statue. 
Bartholdi decided that the statue would be of a woman, and he used his 
mom as the model for her face. In France, Bartholdi and his workers built 
the full-scale statue in sections. 

They used wood and plaster to make the final mold. Once each section was 
complete, the workers used sheets of copper and hammered the statue’s 
“skin” into shape. They asked Eiffel, a French engineer, to design an iron 
“backbone” to support the statue. 

 
Eiffel also designed iron “ribs” so that the statue would hold its shape. The 
Statue of Liberty was completed in 1884. The French separated it into 350 
pieces, packed them up, and shipped them across the Atlantic Ocean.  

In 1886, the statue was reassembled and placed on her base on Bedloe’s 
Island. Around four million people visit the Statue of Liberty each year. 
When the Statue of Liberty was built, it was to symbolize the friendship 
between the United States and France. Now, it has become a symbol of the 
American way of life. 

 
The Statue of Liberty is one of the most famous statues in the world, partly 
because it’s one of the biggest. More importantly, it’s famous because it 
has always symbolized a warm welcome and the freedom of U.S. citizens. 

Text-Sequencing Activity Stage 5
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s f a m i l y j p s e c t i o n

i b e c o m e o o s e g o i n g

m h d s t h e u l t n d v t o n

a u e g h e i r i a g e c r s v

g n c o i i n n t t i s o a t i

i d i t l a p e i u n i m v a s

n r d h a n n y c e e g p e n i

e e e e t e a t i w e n l l d t

w d d r e w l a a a r e e e i o

e w o u l d l n n s u d t d n r

a b n e v e r d h e r p e n g s

r u m o d e l s b i r t h d a y

i i f r e e d o m s e e s t o p

n l p l a s t e r r e s t k a t

g d r e p l a c e d g a v e i e

a m a z i n g f i n i s h e d n

Words  
to find:

Words can 
be found 
in these 
directions:

The letter in 
each square 
can only be 
used in one 
word.

all
birthday
engineer
giant
in
new
replaced
skin
traveled
would

amazing
build
family
going
journey
on
rest
standing
up

and
complete
finished
her
late
other
section
statue
visitors

at
decided
freedom
hundred
models
plaster
see
the
was

become
designed
gave
imagine
never
politician
ship
top
wearing

Use the letters that are left to make the word that tells how many spikes are on the 

Statue of Liberty’s crown. ................................................................................................................................................

Word Search Activity Stage 5

Name: ..............................................................................................................................  Date: ..............................................
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Board Game Activity Stage 5

The statue 
was built in 

the 1800s by a 
French politician 
named Laboulaye. 
Go forward four 
spaces.

The statue 
was built 

to symbolize the 
friendship between 
France and the 
U.S. Spin again.  
Go forward that 
number.

A French 
sculptor 

designed the 
Statue of Liberty. 
Name two 
numbers. If you 
spin one of them, 
go on to 15.

The sculptor 
used his 

mom as the model 
for the statue’s 
face. Spin again. 
Go back that 
number.

The statue 
was built in 

France. Spin again. 
If you spin a 1 or 
2, go on to 21.

A French 
engineer 

designed an iron 
“backbone” to 
support the statue. 
Miss a turn.

The statue 
was shipped 

in 350 pieces 
across the Atlantic 
Ocean. Go back 
to 22.

Around 
four million 

people visit the 
Statue of Liberty 
each year. Go back 
two spaces.

The Statue of 
Liberty has 

become a symbol 
of the American 
way of life. Go on 
to 30.

START
For over a 
hundred years, 
the Statue of 
Liberty has 
welcomed 
immigrants 
to the United 
States.

¬¬ Spin the numbered spinner.

¬¬ The highest number starts.

¬¬ You need to spin the exact 
number to move onto the 
END square.

2 3

4

5

6

7

8

91011121314

15

16

17

18

19 20

2728

29

30

21 22

23

24

25

26

1

END
The Statue of Liberty is one of the 
most famous statues in the world.
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Construct a timeline that shows how the Statue of Liberty was built. Start with 
Laboulaye’s decision to build a statue.

Think about the key events and decisions that were made. 
List the stages in the order in which they happened.REMEMBER

Write on the back of this page if you need more space.

Writing Activity Stage 5

Name: ..............................................................................................................................  Date: ..............................................

The Statue of Liberty 
Timeline

What happened

Laboulaye decides 
to build a statue.

Date     18


