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Orientation and Conferencing Plan Stage 5

Orientation
Ensure that you have read about using the plan in the 
Program Guide.

Book summary
Read the following summary to the student.

Some people claim to have seen strange creatures. 
Others are puzzled by strange places. It’s hard 
to know what to believe – but that’s what makes 
mysteries so interesting!

Introduction
Foster interest and activate the student’s background 
knowledge. Be concise – focus on motivating and involving 
the student. Encourage prediction by using the text 
and illustrations on the cover of the book. Discuss new 
vocabulary and remind the student to use the glossary 
(when applicable). Also remind the student to ask him/
herself questions before, during and after the reading.

Discuss how a fact is a piece of information that can 
be verified, whereas an opinion is what someone 
thinks about a topic. Give examples of each. Explain 
that this book is about strange creatures and places 
that some people think exist and others don’t. 

Look through the book together and discuss the 
photographs and illustrations. Why might some of 
them be blurred? Does the student think that the 
photographs are evidence that Big Foot and Champ 
exist?

Talk about the fact that this book doesn’t tell you 
what to think but asks “What do you believe?”

Conferencing
Check how well the student reads
When you are conferencing, the student reads all or part of 
the book to you. Then:
• praise, pause, and prompt appropriately;
• check for accuracy (by counting mistakes) and fluency;
• check for understanding by using one or more of the 

following methods:
 −asking the comprehension questions provided and any 
others that seem necessary;
 −asking the student to retell the story in their own words;
 −asking questions about and discussing aspcts of the 
story, such as the theme, plot, main ideas, sequence 
and characters;
 −encouraging the student to confirm the predictions they 
made during the orientation.

Decide what the student does next
Next recommend that the student:
• practices some more on the same book, with or without 

the audio;
• completes one of the activities provided that is related to 

the book;
• practices with another book from the same level; or
• is assessed for promotion to the next level.

Comprehension questions
1. What is Big Foot or Skunk Ape thought to look 

like?

2. What is Champ, the mysterious water creature, 
thought to look like?

3. What strange things have happened in the 
Bermuda Triangle?

4. Why might people disagree over the answers to 
the mysteries?

5. If Big Foot doesn’t exist, what might be an 
explanation for the footprints found?

Answers to the Comprehension questions
1. An ape-like creature that walks like a human.
2. A dinosaur-like creature with a long, curved neck, no 

head, and possibly humps on its back.
3. Accept any of the following: bizarre compass readings; 

mysterious flames in the sky; ships have been found 
without their crew; fighter bombers have gone missing; 
the ocean hasn’t looked as it should.

4. Answers will vary.
5. Answers will vary.

Supporting English Language 
Learners
The following are suggestions for optional lessons to take 
with your English language learners. See the overview chart 
in the Program Guide for a summary of the text features of 
this book.

Purpose
Responding orally to texts by answering 
comprehension questions, using physical actions 
such as pointing to an answer.

Introduce the concept and practice
By identifying which parts of a text are fact and 
which are opinion, the student can demonstrate their 
understanding of these concepts.

When the student is familiar with the text, revisit 
the differences between fact and opinion, using 
examples from the book.

Ask the student to recall as much as they can about 
each mystery, identifying what they think is opinion 
and what is fact. They should then form their own 
opinion about each mystery, deciding whether it is 
fact or fiction and giving at least one reason for their 
opinion.
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Introduction: Some people claim to have seen strange creatures. Others are puzzled by strange places. 
It’s hard to know what to believe – but that’s what makes mysteries so interesting!

Accuracy Chart (Exact word replacement only)

Words Entered Score Level

More than 11 correct Independent

10 or 11 correct Instructional

Fewer than 10 correct Frustration

Errors

M  S

Have you ever heard of giant, hairy creatures hiding in 

forests, strange prehistoric animals living in lakes, or 

areas of the ocean where ships disappear? There are 

many unexplained mysteries _______ the world. Some 

people _______ they know the answers _______ these 

mysteries, but others _______ with them. Nobody really 

_______ for sure.  Big Foot, _______ ape-like creature that 

walks _______ a human, is one _________  creature that 

some people _______ to have seen. Big Foot _______ 

also known as Sasquatch, _______ Skunk Ape (because 

_______ its really bad smell). _______ thought to be a 

_______ swimmer and to live _______ fish, rodents, deer, 

fruit, _______, and plants. Some people _______ spent 

years trying to _______ that Big Foot exists. _______ have 

been thousands of _______ of Big Foot around _______ 

world. Footprints four times _______ than a person’s 

footprints, _______ may belong to Big Foot, _______ been 

found many _______, but no one has ever found a body. 

Cloze Activity Stage 5

Errors
M = Meaning (makes sense)          S = Syntax (sounds right)          

Heard     Seen     Unseen 

Comments:
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There are many unexplained mysteries in the world. Big Foot, an ape-like 
animal that walks like a human, is one mysterious creature that thousands 
of people around the world claim to have seen. Photographs have been 
taken of Big Foot.

It’s difficult to tell if these photos are real. Some people create fake 
photographs and pretend that they’re real. Champ is another mysterious 
dinosaur-like creature that people claim to have seen in Lake Champlain. 
The lake is very deep, which makes it a great hiding place for a monster.

Since 1883, there have been over 240 sightings of this creature in  
the lake. In 1977, a photograph was taken of Champ, and experts 
confirmed that the photograph was real. The Bermuda Triangle is  
off the coast of Florida.

It is the site of many strange happenings. In 1492, Christopher Columbus 
reported bizarre compass readings, and his crew said that they saw 
mysterious flames in the sky. In 1872, the Marie Celeste was reported 
missing and was found one month later in the Bermuda Triangle.

The ship’s cargo was still there, but no one was on board. In 1945, five US 
navy bombers were on a training mission in Florida. One of the bombers 
reported that his compass had failed. They were never seen again. Some 
people think there’s a “hole” in the sky over the Bermuda Triangle.

Other people think there’s an unusual chemical imbalance in the 
atmosphere. People have tried to explain these mysteries in many different 
ways. Most experts believe that they can be explained, but some people 
believe that the mysteries are real. What do you believe?

Text-Sequencing Activity Stage 5
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c u n e x p l a i n e d o f a d

r a m y s t e r i e s a n d b i

e t n p h o t o g r a p h s a f

a h p i s r e p o r t e d i n f

t o e e m a f f e c t e d a d i

u u x l o a o f i s h r m t o c

r s i i s p l n s k y e a m n u

e a s v a u l s e b e s g o e l

s n t i l i r e s a y e n s d t

w d e n l s n e g i t a e p m h

w s d g p r e t e n d r t h t i

o w c h e m i c a l i c i e h d

u a f i v e w r e a l h c r e i

l s t h i n k e t h e s e e i n

d p i r a t e s r s t u d y r g

r e c o r d e d m e s h o u l d

Words  
to find:

Words can 
be found 
in these 
directions:

The letter in 
each square 
can only be 
used in one 
word.

abandoned
affected
all
and
animals
atmosphere
be
chemical
creatures

difficult
existed
fish
five
hiding
is
it
living
magnetic

mysteries
of
one
people
photographs
pirates
pretend
real

recorded
reported
research
say
should
sky
study
sure

their
these
think
thousands
unexplained
was
were
would

Use the letters that are left to make the word that tells what Big Foot is thought 

to be good at.  ...........................................................................................................................................................................

Word Search Activity Stage 5

Name: ..............................................................................................................................  Date: ..............................................
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Board Game Activity Stage 5

Big Foot is  
a mysterious 

creature that some 
people claim to 
have seen. Go 
back to 2.

Big Foot is 
an ape-like 

animal that walks 
like a human. Go 
on to 9.

There 
have been 

thousands of 
sightings of Big 
Foot around the 
world. Go forward 
three spaces.

Champ is a 
mysterious 

creature that 
people claim to 
have seen in Lake 
Champlain. Go
back three spaces.

There have 
been 

over 240 sightings 
of Champ, a 
dinosaur-like 
creature. Spin 
again. Go back 
that number.

The Bermuda 
Triangle has 

puzzled people 
for hundreds of 
years. Name two 
numbers. If you 
spin one of them, 
go back to 19.

The Bermuda 
Triangle 

stretches from 
Bermuda and 
down to Puerto 
Rico. Spin again. 
Go forward that 
number.

There 
have been 

many strange 
happenings and 
disappearances
in the Bermuda 
Triangle. Miss a 
turn.

People 
have tried 

to explain these 
mysteries in many 
ways. Spin again.  
If you spin a 5 or 
6, go on to 29.

START
There are many 
unexplained 
mysteries in 
the world. 

¬¬ Spin the numbered spinner.

¬¬ The highest number starts.

¬¬ You need to spin the exact 
number to move onto the 
END square.

2 3

4

5

6

7

8

91011121314

15

16

17

18

19 20

2728

29

30

21 22

23

24

25

26

1

END
Experts study the information 
about strange creatures and 
places. Most people believe that 
these mysteries can be explained. 
What do you believe?
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Everything around you is silent. The lake begins to ripple. You stare in horror and 
fascination as a huge dinosaur-like creature with a long, curved neck begins to 
emerge from the water … Write what happens next.

Describe what you saw, what happened, and how you felt. 
Use the information in the book and your imagination to 
make your story as interesting as possible.

REMEMBER

Write on the back of this page if you need more space.

Writing Activity Stage 5

Name: ..............................................................................................................................  Date: ..............................................


