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Orientation and Conferencing Plan Stage 3

Orientation
Ensure that you have read about using the plan in the 
Program Guide.

Book summary
Read the following summary to the student.

Leon’s best friend, Bart, is always telling him to 
close his mouth. Every time Leon concentrates on 
something, his mouth just falls open, which gets him 
into all kinds of trouble.

Introduction
Foster interest and activate the student’s background 
knowledge. Be concise – focus on motivating and involving 
the student. Encourage prediction by using the text 
and illustrations on the cover of the book. Discuss new 
vocabulary and remind the student to use the glossary 
(when applicable). Also remind the student to ask him/
herself questions before, during and after the reading.

Discuss the distinguishing characteristics of a 
book, TV, or movie character that the student 
knows of. Explain that this book is about a boy who 
has a characteristic that unexpectedly makes the 
difference between a good performance and a great 
one. Then discuss making paper airplanes. Has the 
student made or tried to fly one? What difficulties or 
successes did they have? 

Ensure that the student understands the challenging 
vocabulary in the book (concentrated, Technology 
Fair, experiments, class debate).

Conferencing
Check how well the student reads
When you are conferencing, the student reads all or part of 
the book to you. Then:
• praise, pause, and prompt appropriately;
• check for accuracy (by counting mistakes) and fluency;
• check for understanding by using one or more of the 

following methods:
 −asking the comprehension questions provided and any 
others that seem necessary;
 −asking the student to retell the story in their own words;
 −asking questions about and discussing aspcts of the 
story, such as the theme, plot, main ideas, sequence 
and characters;
 −encouraging the student to confirm the predictions they 
made during the orientation.

Decide what the student does next
Next recommend that the student:
• practices some more on the same book, with or without 

the audio;
• completes one of the activities provided that is related to 

the book;
• practices with another book from the same level; or
• is assessed for promotion to the next level.

Comprehension questions
1. What happened when Leon really concentrated on 

something?

2. What did Leon practice at home every night?

3. What happened to the last airplane Leon flew?

4. Why might Bart have thought their display looked 
so ordinary?

5. Why do you think Leon didn’t tell Bart about the 
special airplane he made to throw last?

Answers to the Comprehension questions
1. His mouth opened.
2. Folding paper airplanes so that they flew well.
3. It flew into his open mouth.
4. Answers will vary.
5. Answers will vary.

Supporting English Language 
Learners
The following are suggestions for optional lessons to take 
with your English language learners. See the overview chart 
in the Program Guide for a summary of the text features of 
this book.

Purpose
Understanding and following simple written 
instructions for classroom-related activities

Introduce the concept and practice
Being able to follow the instructions in a procedural 
text demonstrates the student’s comprehension of 
what they’ve read. 

When the student is familiar with the text, encourage 
them to explore different methods of making paper 
planes. Alternatively, give the student written 
instructions from the Internet or a book. (Ensure that 
they’re easy to follow and that the airplane flies.) 

Some complex language may be used in the 
instructions, for example, vertical, diagonal, 
horizontal, and you may need to explain these terms. 
The student could take the instructions home or 
share them with the class. 

As an extension, the student could write a list of 
words (based on those in Wide Open) describing the 
way their airplane flies, for example, straight, left, 
sideways, glides down, swoops up.
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Name: ..............................................................................................................................  Date: ..............................................

Introduction:  Leon’s best friend, Bart, is always telling him to close his mouth. Every time Leon concentrates on 
something, his mouth just falls open, which gets him into all kinds of trouble.

Accuracy Chart (Exact word replacement only)

Words Entered Score Level

More than 11 correct Independent

10 or 11 correct Instructional

Fewer than 10 correct Frustration

Errors

M  S

Leon’s best friend, Bart, was always telling him to close 

his mouth. But every time Leon _________ concentrated 

on something, his _________ just opened. At _________ 

swim meet, Leon’s mouth _________ as he crouched on 

_________ edge of the pool, waiting _________ dive in. When 

he _________ dive, he swallowed nearly half _________ 

pool! During the class debate, Leon _________ thinking so 

hard about _________ to say that _________ stood up with 

his _________ open, and an insect flew _________. “Ladies 

and gent– Yurrk! Aarrk!” _________ spluttered. Leon and 

Bart _________ together on their project _________ the 

Technology Fair. “_________ making paper airplanes,” Bart 

_______ Mrs. Ponti. Their teacher frowned. “_________ 

airplanes?” As Leon thought _______ how to explain, he 

felt _________ mouth hanging open. He shut _________ so 

quickly that _______ teeth clicked. Bart explained instead. 

“We’re _________ to show how different-shaped _________ 

fly in different ways.”

Cloze Activity Stage 3

Errors
M = Meaning (makes sense)          S = Syntax (sounds right)          

Heard     Seen     Unseen 

Comments:
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Leon’s friend, Bart, was always telling him to 
close his mouth. Every time Leon concentrated 
on something, his mouth just opened. Leon and Bart 
worked together on their project for the Technology Fair, 
making paper airplanes. Leon practiced every night.
 
He practiced making a special airplane to 
throw last of all. At the fair, Leon and Bart 
threw airplanes that flew perfectly straight, 
turned left or right, and dived down or 
swooped up. Then came the last airplane.
 
It was designed to swoop up, turn left, and land 
at his feet. But Leon couldn’t be sure it would 
work properly. He lifted the airplane and threw it. 
“Up!” he called silently. It did. “Turn left!” It did. 
Leon was concentrating as hard as he could. “Glide down!”
 
It didn’t. Instead, it made another turn and flew 
straight into Leon’s open mouth. Leon shut his 
mouth – fast. His lips closed around folded paper. 
There was total silence. Then yells and cheers 
burst out. “Wow!” “Awesome!” “Cool!”
 

With half the airplane still sticking out 
of his mouth, Leon bowed to the audience. 
Bart was standing, completely amazed, with his 
eyes popping out and his mouth wide open. 

Text-Sequencing Activity Stage 3
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j u s t t h i n k i n g s

h o w f p o o l s t h e o

c t o p r h u g e h h e m

a a l l r i l o o k o p e

r s a n d o e t u r n w t

e p c o d h j n a b o m h

f e h n i a d e d u r a i

u c e e d d a i c t d k n

l i e e v w n f v t e i g

h a r o f e a s l e r n r

i l e o u t r s o y s g o

s p d h a l f y t h a t r

t e l l i n g o p e n e d

Words  
to find:

Words can 
be found 
in these 
directions:

The letter in 
each square 
can only be 
used in one 
word.

all
cheered
friend
how
of
out
somrthing
thinking

an
did
had
huge
on
pool
special
to

and
dive
half
just
opened
project
telling
turn

but
every
he
look
or
show
that
was

careful
fly
his
making
orders
so
the

Use the letters that are left to make the word that tells what Leon and Bart made 

their airplanes with.  .............................................................................................................................................................

Word Search Activity Stage 3

Name: ..............................................................................................................................  Date: ..............................................
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Board Game Activity Stage 3

Your best 
friend, Bart, 

is always telling 
you to close your 
mouth! Go back 
two spaces.

At the swim 
meet, you 

nearly swallow 
half the pool. Spin 
again.

During the 
class debate, 

an insect flies into 
your open mouth. 
Miss a turn.

You and Bart 
make paper 

airplanes for the 
Technology Fair. Go 
on to 16.

You make 
a special 

plane to fly at the 
fair. Spin again. 
Go forward that 
number.

At the fair, 
you tell Bart 

your display looks 
ordinary. Go back 
to 14.

Your 
airplanes 

don’t look special. 
Name two numbers. 
If you spin one of 
them, go back to 
19.

You worry 
about 

whether your 
special airplane will 
work. Spin again. If 
you spin a 2 or 3, 
go on to 27.

Your airplane 
swoops up, 

turns left, then 
glides into your 
mouth. Go forward 
four spaces.

START
When you’re 
concentrating, 
your mouth 
falls open.

¬¬ Spin the numbered spinner.

¬¬ The highest number starts.

¬¬ You need to spin the exact 
number to move onto the 
END square.

2 3

4

5

6

7

8

91011121314

15

16

17

18

19 20

2728

29

30

21 22

23

24

25

26

1

END
The audience yells and cheers. 
“Wow!” “Awesome!” “Cool!”  
You bow.
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You are a judge at the Technology Fair at Leon’s school. Describe the winning entry. 
(Leon’s airplane wins.)

Include the important details about the winning entry. If you 
have room, draw a diagram.REMEMBER

Write on the back of this page if you need more space.

Writing Activity Stage 3

Name: ..............................................................................................................................  Date: ..............................................

The Winning Airplane


