Animals on the Move Record of Reading Behaviors

Stage 4

Introduction: Around one million animals are killed on American roads every
day. What is being done to reduce road kill, and what can you do about it?
Read the title to the student.
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When you’re on a long car trip, do you sometimes see dead
animals on the road?
In the United States, around one million animals die
every day after being hit by vehicles. You might see dead
armadillos in Texas, dead tortoises in California, or dead
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black bears in Florida. If you’re traveling in Canada, the
road kill might include bighorn sheep, lynx, deer, elk,
moose, and grizzly bears. Some rare species are becoming
even more at risk because of road kill. It’s not just crossing
the road that causes animal deaths.
Birds and opossums sometimes go onto the road to eat
animals that have been hit by cars.
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The teacher reads the rest of the book to the student.
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Fluency
Reads smoothly at an appropriate rate
Uses appropriate phrasing
Reads expressively
Attends to punctuation

Comprehension
After the student has finished reading, have them
talk about the book. If appropriate, prompt them
by using the questions below.
What causes the deaths of animals found on roads?
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Answer: They’ve been hit by vehicles.
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How else do roads affect animals?
Answer: Roads divide animals habitats making it difficult for them
to search for food, migrate, or find a mate.

What are road planners doing to reduce the numbers
of animals killed on the road?
Answer: Accept any of the following: building fences; making
underpasses and overpasses; educating drivers.

Instructional

What kind of fences might be effective at
keeping animals off the road?
Answer: Answers will vary.

How could slower driving reduce road kill?
Answer: Answers will vary.
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