
Old Dog, New Tricks   Record of Reading Behaviors
Introduction: My grandfather is grieving and doesn’t want to do anything. Every  
day, he shuffles around in his bathrobe and slippers, or he slumps in front of the  
TV. One of the few things that gives him pleasure is reading letters, and this inspires  
an idea that changes his life – and ours.

Read the title to the student. 
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Mom sighs. “I don’t know what to do about your 

grandfather,” she says. “He doesn’t want to do anything 

these days. He’s grieving.”

“You don’t need to tell me,” I say. Grandfather came to  

live with us when my grandmother died. Every day, 

when my brother Joey and I arrive home from school, 

Grandfather is still shuffling around in his bathrobe and 

slippers, or he’s slumped in front of the TV.

Mom tries to motivate Grandfather to participate in some 

kind of activity. “You need some recreation,” she says. 

“How about going out and getting some exercise or doing 

the shopping?”

 
Total

The teacher reads the rest of the book to the student.

100 words
 

Stage 6



Fluency

  Reads smoothly at an appropriate rate
  Uses appropriate phrasing 

 Reads expressively
  Attends to punctuation

Comprehension

After the student has finished reading, have them  
talk about the book. If appropriate, prompt them  
by using the questions below.

  Why doesn’t Grandfather want to do anything?
Answer: He is grieving for his wife.

  What was the narrator’s idea?
Answer: Grandfather could use email to correspond with his family.

  What does “you can’t teach an old dog new tricks” mean?
Answer: It is difficult for old people to learn new things.

  Why does Mom think that Grandfather  
needs some recreation? 
Answer: Answers will vary but may include: it will take his mind off his 

wife; he might meet some new people; it will get him out of the house.

  Why do you think Grandfather likes receiving  
letters so much? 
Answer: Answers will vary.

Record of reading behavior analysis sheet 
Old Dog, New Tricks
Name:  Date:

Information sources used

Errors – What did the student use?

  Meaning
  Structure

 Visual cues

Self-corrections –  
What did the student use?

  Meaning
  Structure

 Visual cues

Accuracy chart

Errors %
Level of 
difficulty

1 99 Easy

2 98

3 97

4 96

5 95 Instructional

6 94

7 93

8 92

9 91

10 90

11 + 89 or less Hard

Self-correction ratio
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Mom sighs. “I don’t know what to do about your 

grandfather,” she says. “He doesn’t want to do anything 

these days. He’s grieving.”

“You don’t need to tell me,” I say. Grandfather came to  

live with us when my grandmother died. Every day, 

when my brother Joey and I arrive home from school, 

Grandfather is still shuffling around in his bathrobe and 

slippers, or he’s slumped in front of the TV.

Mom tries to motivate Grandfather to participate in some 

kind of activity. “You need some recreation,” she says. 

“How about going out and getting some exercise or doing 

the shopping?”
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The teacher reads the rest of the book to the student.
E + SC 

    SC   

= 1 :    


