
Unexpected Inventions   Record of Reading Behaviors
Introduction: A customer who wanted thinner fries, a forgotten pot of boiled  
wheat, a girl chewing some gum, and a melting chocolate bar in a scientist’s  
pocket … How did these events lead to unexpected inventions?

Read the title to the student. 
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Introduction 

The word “invention” often makes people think of  

scientists in a laboratory performing experiments to find 

the answer to a particular problem. Some inventions were 

created using tubes, flasks, and strange-colored solutions, 

but others were the result of unexpected events that 

occurred in other places.

“These Fries Are Too Thick!”

In 1853, a customer was dining at an expensive resort in 

Saratoga Springs, New York. He ordered fries with his 

meal, but when the meal arrived, he pushed the fries away. 

“These fries are too thick!” he bellowed. “These are way 

too thick!” 

The customer sent the fries back to the chef, a man named 

George Crum, who made some thinner fries.  

 
Total

The teacher reads the rest of the book to the student.

100 words
 

Stage 6



Fluency

  Reads smoothly at an appropriate rate
  Uses appropriate phrasing 

 Reads expressively
  Attends to punctuation

Comprehension

After the student has finished reading, have them  
talk about the book. If appropriate, prompt them  
by using the questions below.

  Why did the customer send his fries back to the chef?
Answer: He thought they were too thick.

  How did George Crum make the first potato chips?
Answer: He sliced potatoes very thinly, fried them in hot oil until they 

were curled to a crisp, then added lots of salt.

  What do you think George Crum thought when the 
customer liked the thin, extra-salted fries? 
Answer: Answers will vary.

  What might have happened if the customer hadn’t liked 
the fries? 
Answer:  Answers will vary.

  Why do you think Americans eat so many potato chips?
Answer:  Answers will vary.

Record of reading behavior analysis sheet 
Unexpected Inventions
Name:  Date:

Information sources used

Errors – What did the student use?

  Meaning
  Structure

 Visual cues

Self-corrections –  
What did the student use?

  Meaning
  Structure

 Visual cues

Accuracy chart

Errors %
Level of 
difficulty

1 99 Easy

2 98

3 97

4 96

5 95 Instructional

6 94

7 93

8 92

9 91

10 90

11 + 89 or less Hard

Self-correction ratio

E + SC 

    SC   

= 1 :    
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